United Kingdom and Ireland Local Pages
L2 Ministering With Love
Elder Martin J. Turvey

L3 Scotland Provides Community with Face
Masks
By Douglas Yates

L4 Connected by Lancashire Community
Service
By Jenny White

L5 Together We are Stronger
By Jane Elvidge

L6 FamilySearch—UK and Irish Missionaries
By Elder Colin Ramsbottom

L7 London Mission President Inspires
Primary Children
By Kate Edge

L7 Cousins Share Missionary Training Centre
Experience at Home
By Greg Nettleship

L9 Sister Giles Serves
By Evey Furbank

L10 Tabernacle Choir Singer Rick Olsen and the
Preston Members
By Chelsea Craven

L10 A European Young Adult Broadcast
and Me
By Ben Warner

L12 Career Change Even in Uncertainty
By Andrea J James

L13 Paying Tithing—A Lesson I’ve Never
Forgotten
By Christine Ireland Price

L14 Eternal Marriage in 2020

By Gabby and Ethan Quesne

L15 Tunbridge Wells Deputy Mayor

L7

By Lyn Yull

L16 RootsTech Connect

By UK & Ireland Digital Channels

L16 Requirements for UK & Ireland Liahona
Submissions

February 2021

L1

AREA LEADERSHIP MESSAGE

Ministering with Love
Elder Martin J. Turvey, UK
Area Seventy

A

number of years ago, our son, who was
four years old at the time, was involved in
a serious road accident away from home. After
a week or so in hospital, he was able to be
transferred the 200 miles (320 kilometres) to our
local hospital. When we arrived home, there was
a note from a loving and caring ministering sister
with details of who would collect our other four
children from school, who would provide meals
and who would do our laundry. During the

I invite each of us to reach out to
others at every opportunity, to lift,
strengthen and minister with love.
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subsequent five weeks our son remained in hospital, my wife gave
birth to our youngest son. With a son in one end of the hospital,
a wife and new baby in the other end, four children to care for,
and a full-time job to fit in, we would not have coped without the
significant help given to us by our fellow ward members. How
grateful we were for their selfless ministering. We know that the
common question “Can we do anything to help?” is always sincerely offered, but this wonderful, thoughtful sister went the extra
mile, anticipated our needs and ministered accordingly.
In Luke 4:18, the Saviour is reading Isaiah’s prophecies about
His own coming and His mission here on earth. It reads, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me
to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,”
(See also Isaiah 61:1)
In our society today, there are many who are brokenhearted
because of the breakup of family relationships or other challenges.
There are many who are captive, to addictions, to depression or
discouragement. There are many who are blind, especially to the
peaceful truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. And many are bruised
by the disappointments of life.
In 3 Nephi 18:32 we read, “Nevertheless, ye shall not cast him
out of your synagogues, or your places of worship, for unto such
shall ye continue to minister; for ye know not but what they will
return and repent, and come unto me with full purpose of heart,
and I shall heal them; and ye shall be the means of bringing salvation unto them.”
Can you imagine a more exciting blessing, to work in partnership with the Saviour to heal the afflictions of those around us and
to be an instrument in their salvation?
Some while ago, I went to visit my son who was studying
in Rexburg, Idaho. He, his wife and I went out to dinner at a

restaurant where people stand in line to get served. It was full
of students excited for graduation and the end of the semester.
I noticed a young lady come in by herself, looking somewhat
lonely and overwhelmed by the noise and activity around her.
I felt prompted to invite her to sit with us. As she got her food,
she walked by us and made her way to a table by herself. At
that moment, I thought, “Oh, she’ll think I’m strange if I invite
her to sit with us,” and I let the prompting pass. I remember
waking up about 2:30 a.m. the following morning thinking
“What if she had really needed our help and friendship?” I got
out of bed onto my knees and prayed that someone else might
help her where I had failed. I also determined then that I would
try never to let that kind of prompting or the opportunity to lift
another pass again.
I invite each of us to reach out to others at every opportunity,
to lift, strengthen and minister with love. In doing so, we fulfil the
sacred covenant we made at baptism to stand as His witness, to
be His hands in the healing of those in need. ◼
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Scotland Provides
Community with Face Masks
By Douglas Yates

W

hen the first COVID-19 lockdown was implemented in
March, Paisley Stake director of communication, Douglas
Yates foresaw that a Scottish government requirement to wear
face masks may be imposed on most people as they went about
their daily lives.
Using good local contacts, he persuaded six local community
organisations, including The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, to donate to procurement funds to allow him to source and
purchase fabric, elastic, tape and thread.

Cotton fabric, elastic and thread was
sourced from a Glasgow supplier and purchased as they were needed over a five-month
period. Volunteer sewers were recruited
locally, including some Latter-day Saints, and
production of various coloured face masks
began. The goal was to produce a sufficient
number of good quality, 100 percent cotton
face masks which were washable and reusable, at a very modest cost, making them
February 2021
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affordable to all families. The price point was set
at £1 for a pack of two face masks.
The face masks went on sale at the end of
May and by the end of September, when demand
waned, more than 5,000 face masks had been
bought by local families. Money raised through
the sale of the masks was donated back to three
charitable organisations which have outreach programmes to help others.
An evaluation of the initiative by the volunteer arm
of East Renfrewshire Council judged the face masks
initiative to have made a valuable contribution to the
community and to have been a great success. ◼

Connected by Lancashire Community Service
By Jenny White

I

recently had the honour of volunteering
with the Holiday Hunger East Lancashire
team over October half-term holidays.
The main aim was to ensure that no child
went hungry during the holidays. We
ended up providing 3,000 meals a day.
Surprising as that was, it wasn’t the only
thing that amazed me.
At the beginning of the half-term
week, I posted on a local Facebook page
to ask for volunteer drivers to deliver food.
Following my post, a lovely lady sent me
a private message to say she couldn’t
physically help, as she is disabled, but if
there was anything she could do, she was
ready to help.
I thanked her for her willingness and
suggested that she could handwrite address
labels for the food bags, so people would
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know where to deliver each meal. She
agreed and I contacted Nicola, one of the
organisers to arrange to drop off the labels.
The following day, Nicola sent her partner, David a high school teacher, to deliver
the labels— it was at that point that he
realised that we hadn’t explained to that
lady, that we needed to have the labels
written that same day.
David, reached out to assist the lady,
and it just so happened that this kindhearted woman who volunteered to help
us, had been one of David’s pupils over
10 years ago. As they sat together and
handwrote address labels, they talked of
how her life had been since they had last
seen each other.
Once a very healthy young woman,
she got older and developed a curve in

Volunteer John Rankin

her spine. After seeking medical help and
undergoing a life-changing surgery that
unfortunately went wrong, she was left
without feeling in one of her legs. She is
now in a wheelchair.
David discovered that she had been
waiting for the council to provide a ramp
for her home for over 12 months. The
lack of a ramp meant she had to carry her
wheelchair down her two front steps daily,
with only one functioning leg.
A master at woodwork, David immediately offered his services and has already
started building her a ramp (with a permanent metal one on order).
Were it not for the many kind volunteers of Holiday Hunger East Lancashire,
people united doing good and feeding
children during half-term, this woman
and David would have never crossed
paths that day. It is a miracle without
a doubt. ◼

Together We Are Stronger
By Jane Elvidge

Aldershot Muslim community receive help from
a local church for prayer services venue

W

ith little time to find an alternative, at the end of September a
local Muslim community were left with nowhere to worship.
Shahid Azeem, who worships at the mosque and is also Chairman
of Aldershot Football Club, asked his friend, local councillor David
Clifford, for help in finding a temporary alternative venue for worship.
David Clifford, who is a member of the River Wey Ward in Staines
Stake, called his bishop, Dan Grant to ask if the Muslim community
could use their chapel until they found another place to worship.

Bishop Grant was happy to help and said “We
have been blessed to have a building which we
are more than willing to share with our local
community when we can safely do so. It makes me
happy to think our Muslim brothers and sisters may
use the building to worship and pray as do we.”
Shahid was thrilled and impressed that
the Church would be so generous, the only
stipulation being that a priesthood holder would
allow access to the chapel and ensure that
everything was kept tidy.
The leader of the Muslim community, Liaqat
Hussain, commented that the simplicity of
the chapel and lack of religious symbols suits

David Clifford—ward member, Mr. Liaqat Hussain—Islamic congregation leader, Bishop Dan Grant, Shahid Azeem—high sheriff
of Surreyand chairman of Aldershot Football Club.
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their worship services perfectly. He also said
“We are so grateful to Bishop Daniel and Cllr
David Clifford for bending over backwards to
accommodate us and make us most welcome.
This is a great way to demonstrate the multi-faith
groups working together in harmony.”
The whole process happened relatively
quickly. Shaihid asked David for help on 29
September and the first prayer meeting was held
on 9 October, just over a week later. The Muslim
community will continue to use the chapel
until they find another place to worship. What
a wonderful example of a community working
together to find a solution to a problem! ◼

FamilySearch—
UK and Irish Missionaries
By Elder Colin Ramsbottom

H

ave you ever wondered who answers when
you call to get help with FamilySearch?
The answer has recently changed and is much
closer to home than perhaps you think!
As the work of the Lord hastens around the
world, recent developments mean that those
who call from this area will be speaking to
FamilySearch support missionaries who are
themselves from the UK and Ireland.
We are now expected to be self-sufficient
in providing support missionaries from our
area who serve the English-speaking patrons
throughout the UK and Ireland, Europe and the
Middle East.
We are currently inviting members of the
Church to join our team.
L6
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FamilySearch
support
missionaries
can work
from the
comfort of
their own
homes.

The mission service is part-time—duration is normally one
or two years. All our missionaries enjoy serving and some, with
approval from their bishop and stake president, choose to extend
and continue their service for a longer period.
Quote from current serving missionaries:
“This mission helps us firstly to serve our Saviour and secondly
to learn, serve and grow even though we may be unable to leave
our homes.”
“This mission has blessed my life in so many ways as I have
devoted time in the service of the Lord and in helping others in
gathering their ancestors.”
Currently, we have a dedicated group of about 25 part-time
Church service missionaries who are spread out from all parts of
England, Scotland, and Wales across to Northern Ireland and Eire
but who work closely together, as if they were in the same room.
Support missionaries work from the comfort of their own
homes, connecting with patrons and the rest of the FamilySearch
network online.
Most missionaries are older members, though not exclusively, are
retired, or have some regular time they can dedicate to the work.
All service missionaries find it a blessing to work from home
and be close to family, whilst having the opportunity of mission
service without the expense involved in serving away from home.
Our missionaries come from all kinds of backgrounds, often
with a lifetime of experience in family history, yet are constantly
updated on the very latest developments in FamilySearch.
When missionaries join us, the FamilySearch instructors give
them training that is second to none, providing the tools needed

to respond to each and every question posed by our patrons. The
UK and Ireland FamilySearch missionaries are often trained in
specialist subjects, becoming advisers to others.
There is very often an unfulfilled need for greater understanding of the Family Tree programme so that ordinances can be
performed for our dead. We can help with this and in many other
areas of FamilySearch.
For further information about serving as a FamilySearch
support missionary please contact Sister Heather Ann Baker:
heatherannbaker@familysearch.org (FamilySearch support—UK

and Ireland team recruitment/welfare specialist)
If you would like an opportunity to serve,
we would love to hear from you.
Our opening hours are displayed in
FamilySearch, generally Monday-Friday
10-12/14-20 for calls, emails and online
chats (UK time). Outside these hours you
can still reach us by email. heatherannbaker@
familysearch.org FamilySearch support—UK
and Ireland team. ◼

London Mission President Inspires Primary Children
By Kate Edge

I

t was stake conference in Southampton,
and the mission president invited all the
Primary children to attend a special meeting before the start.
During the Primary meeting, all the
children were called one by one to come
and receive their very own mission badge,
with their name engraved on it. This was
a special and inspiring gift. With the gift
was an invitation to start your mission
early and to share the gospel by living it
and bearing testimony when you can.
The children were also challenged to
exchange it for an official mission badge

once they are old enough to serve.
As a result, my four Primary children
that were old enough to receive this gift
and challenge all decided to serve missions and wanted to find out how they
can prepare physically and spiritually.
They sat down and discussed that we
can continue to follow the Come, Follow
Me programme, and also study the scriptures on their own. They also decided to
think of a way to make some money.
We had a few chickens and the children asked if we could get some more
so they could sell the eggs. A few weeks

later, we ended up with 24 chickens,
and the lockdown began, so we were
able to sell our eggs to our neighbors
while there were shortages in stores.
We were grateful for the children’s
insight, as we were now a little more
self-sufficient, and provided food for
others where there was a shortage, and
the children were able to learn how to
manage buying chicken food, selling
the eggs, paying tithing and putting all
the rest of the money into their future
mission fund in the bank. They now
have a great determination to serve
and are grateful for the principles they
have learned through listening to their
Church leaders and by following the
inspiration they felt. ◼

Cousins Share Missionary Training Centre Experience at Home
By Greg Nettleship

T

wo cousins, called to missions on different continents, embrace
their missionary training center experience, while still in their own
homes—which happened to be separated only by a garden fence!

Despite the temporary closures of MTCs
around the world, the work of moulding thousands of volunteer missionaries into effective
February 2021
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gospel teachers continues using technology,
while the missionaries are still at home.
Being physically close to other missionaries
at the MTC is not currently possible but for two
missionaries from Sheffield First Ward, they at
least have each other close by.
Elder Pierre Sewell and Elder Keown Dyson,
whose mothers are sisters, received their calls
in March 2020 just as the country was going
into lockdown. Elder Dyson was excited to
receive his call to serve in the Jamaica Kingston
Mission, which is where he had always wanted
to go. Elder Sewell had also wanted to serve
somewhere far away but thought there was little
chance of that, now that his cousin was going to
Jamaica! However, just a few days later, he was
thrilled to see he would serve in the Philippines
Legazpi Mission, Tagalog speaking.
Having started his mission 21 July 2020,
Elder Sewell’s day now consists of getting up
early, personal study and language study with
a long wait before companion study because
his companion is in Wyoming! Two three-hour
Zoom lessons follow, finishing at 10 p.m. Elder
Dyson’s day also starts early but with teachers
based in their homes near the Preston MTC, the
lessons do not finish so late. His companion is
from Poole, UK and the other members of the
district are in seven other European countries.
Elder Dyson has already had the opportunity
to teach remotely.
Many mission experiences now are using
technology to teach, and the physical distance
does not seem to matter.
Elder Sewell says this is the generation of
technology and the Church has been prepared
for this time. Due to current restrictions and visa
hold-ups, the two cousins are to be temporarily
L8
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assigned to missions in the UK, Elder Dyson to London and Elder
Sewell to Manchester. Both are happy to serve and work on the
Lord’s timetable.

Both elders received their temple endowments on 25 August
2020, saying it was a very special experience and they really felt
the spirit. They felt blessed to attend the London England Temple,
which had just reopened for live endowments. The only patrons in
attendance were the two of them and their respective parents.

Sister Giles Serves
By Evey Furbank

A

t 92 years old, Sister Marie Giles is a shining example of
unwavering faith, commitment and service.
During the lockdown, she has sewn scrub bags and masks,
knitted hats for Syrian refugees, baby hats and blankets for
Poole Maternity Unit and gloves for the homeless. She has also
contributed food for Hope for Food, a local organisation which
serves the vulnerable and homeless in the community. She has
made meals for the missionaries, cakes, pickles, jams and lemon
curd for ward members and for those to whom she ministers.

Delivering hats and blankets to Poole Maternity Unit.

Despite the pandemic, missionary work is
progressing. We can see the Lord’s hand not only
in providing well-prepared missionaries but also
in providing tools to reach more of our Heavenly
Father’s children than ever before. ◼

Sister Giles also cares for her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She
has recently organised a temple week for her
family who are spread out over three continents. Realising that they can’t presently attend
the temple, she has arranged for a week of
daily temple/family history activities. This will
start with a virtual fireside to introduce and
motivate all the members of the family, including of course, the young great-grandchildren.
Sister Giles joined the Church, against the
wishes of her family who initially disowned
her, after being tracted by the missionaries
62 years ago.
Since then, she has served as branch and
district Primary president, as stake Relief
Society president, as a stake Young Women
president, in the mission Relief Society presidency, as a Relief Society teacher, as a chorister, as a Sunday School teacher, as a visiting
teacher and ministering sister, as a family
history consultant and for the last thirty years
as a temple worker.
Neither age, a recent diagnosis of illness
nor current COVID conditions have halted
Sister Marie’s determination to serve as she
always has.
What an inspirational example of a continuing life of service. ◼
February 2021

L9

Tabernacle Choir Singer
Rick Olsen and the
Preston Members
By Chelsea Craven

P

reston Ward had a devotional with
a tenor in Tabernacle Choir at Temple
Square, Rick Olsen.
In the Zoom question-and-answer type
devotional, he shared some of his experiences in six years of singing in the choir.
Growing up, Brother Olsen played the
trombone—the only choir he participated
in was the missionary training center choir
and that was a spiritual experience to
him which inspired his participation in the
Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square.
His two daughters, who are also
involved with the choir, shared their
experiences as well. The three of them
and Brother Olsen’s wife also played
instruments and sang a few songs for
the Preston members.
Brother Olsen’s wife, Sister Olsen said,
“It really is a blessing to have a member
of the Tabernacle Choir in our home.”
“They come home with good stories
and a good feeling, a feeling that comes
with performing with the choir and it

spreads. Plus, we get to watch them
perform in the wonderful performances
the Church does.” She added.
One of Brother Olsen’s daughters,
Marie, who plays the violin in the
Orchestra at Temple Square, said, “The
orchestra is a lot less demanding. It’s
professional. We don’t attend general
conferences which are always busy for
the choir. We also don’t require so much
practice as the choir does.”
One of the Preston members asked
which of the two locations at Temple
Square is nicer to sing at, The Olsens
agreed the old Tabernacle building is better for its history, and acoustics are better
in the Tabernacle but they all said the
Conference Center is an “awe-inspiring”
place to perform. “The crowd is better in
the Conference Center,” “When 21,000
people sing a hymn back at you, it’s quite
the experience.” Brother Olsen said.
“Choir directors say they are coming
home when they are at the Tabernacle
though.” Brother Olsen also added.
Another member asked how many languages the Olsens have sung. The Olsens
listed Latin, Spanish, French, German,
Jewish, and one said they usually have
a returned missionary from the country

A European Young Adult
Broadcast and Me
By Ben Warner

young adult from the Canterbury
’I m aStake
(Kent) and an aspiring architect
currently studying for my masters. My calling
L10
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somehow in the choir when they are
learning something new, which is amazing
in itself.
Brother Olsen said the most memorable experiences in his opinion are not
just how close they are to the Church
leadership in their performances, but
the most memorable are the people,
the friendships made during tours, etc.,
because Brother Olsen admitted, “we
can’t speak too much with one another,
but we can sing together.”
COVID-19 has affected the world,
but from Brother Olsen’s perspective,
the choir is missing one another. He
told the Preston members that in the
choir Facebook group, “I get the feeling
there’s going to be a lot of tears when
we get back together and sing again.”
He added that the last time they had
sung all together normally was, “We
Thank Thee O God, for a Prophet” in
German. A recording was done for the
April 2020 General Conference. The
Olsen’s assured the Preston members
that they love to serve with their musical
talents and are very blessed to have music
be used as a powerful sharing tool and
expressed love and anticipation for when
the choir can visit the United Kingdom. ◼

is as a member of the recently-formed Europe Young Adult
Advisory Council.
Rising Gen: Europe is a new broadcast series made by the
young people of Europe, for the young people of Europe.
Together with Europe Area Seventies and the Church’s
Communications Department, young people conceive and
develop each episode, write the scripts, plan the interviews
and film the out-of-studio segments all across the Europe Area.

It happened because the Europe Area Presidency wanted to
create a way for European youth, missionaries, young adults (married or single) and friends of the Church to become more connected to each other and inspired to live the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Irene Kabongo (my co-host) and I were both invited to accept
the assignment to present Rising Gen: Europe by an Area Seventy
(Elder Alan Philips) who works closely with the Europe Area
Presidency. At that point I had been developing the broadcasts for
a couple of months with my fellow members of the Europe Young
Adult Advisory Council but didn’t expect to be asked. I felt honoured, trusted, a little daunted, but excited to get to work.
Having never worked as an on-screen presenter before, I had
to learn a lot of new skills quickly on the job (camera awareness,
speaking clearly, interview skills, etc.). The hardest work, however,
was definitely off-camera:
•
•
•
•

putting together an amazing team of videographers and technicians
finding the right people to interview both in and out of the studio
finding lovely musical items
prayerfully consulting with interviewees about what we should
discuss in each episode
• making sure that what we put on screen reflects Europe’s diverse
nations, cultures and people

As both a creatively and technically-minded
aspiring-architect, I loved the merging of creative and technical skills that a broadcast like
this requires. I love being part of a major
Church project which is distinctly European.
Furthermore, I learned that I really love to
interview people—connecting with them and
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drawing out their wisdom. Interviewing also
reinforced my strong belief in the inspirational
influence of the Holy Spirit. There were many
occasions where I was blessed with inspiration
as to what to ask, what to say, and when.
I have learned so much about Christlike love
and conduct from the goodness of our leaders
and their families. Up until this year, these were
men and women whom I had only ever seen
speaking on-screen at general conference, or
from a distance at a stake conference. I have
now had many interactions with them both virtually and in person, and I count them as some
of the most wonderful people I know who want
the very best for me and my generation. ◼

Career Change
Even in Uncertainty
By Andrea J. James

S

ister Gemma Godivala of Aylesbury Ward,
Watford Stake, has recently launched into a
new career, working as a celebrant for funerals.
Despite the uncertainty of work during the
time of COVID-19, she boldly undertook her
training, and then made the decision to leave her
role in a local school and become self-employed
in her company, Reflection Funerals. She has a
website and is on social media.
Andrea J. James, Watford Stake director of
communication, did a little interview with
Gemma so we can learn more about her and
more about what she does.
Sister Godivala said that getting to this career
choice was a long and inconsistent journey.
L12
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Sister Godivala married a year after graduating in American
history and politics and did agency work between marriage and
giving birth to her first son. She continued being a stay-at-home
mum for 12 years—a great achievement.
“Then I had that experience others may relate to, when you find
yourself wondering what on earth you have to offer the world out
there other than being first and foremost, a mother.” She said. “It
took me until the age of 46 to work out what I wanted to do when
I grow up.” She added.
Sister Godivala then told Sister James she tried teaching in 2010
and began work as a cover supervisor but that she did not really
want to be a teacher, much to her surprise, as she loved teaching
in the gospel. She explained that she finds secular teaching to be
very different from what she imagined. “I then held various support positions in schools, which I found much more conducive to
both my mental well-being and my family life.” She said.
Her moment of inspiration for a career change, however, came
in January 2020 when she attended her aunt’s funeral, which was
celebrant-led. she observed the celebrant and had the triple revelation: “I could do that.” “I could be good at that.” “I think I would
enjoy doing that.”
When asked what the elements to the job are, Sister Godivala
said, “Meeting with the family at a difficult time, to support them
and allow them to share memories of their loved one. Well, that’s
ministering. In truth, I think a great many members of the Church
would do this job very well,” she admitted.
“I feel my love of family history has been an asset. Taking the facts
of a person’s life and building that into a narrative, drawing out their
character and their essence from their life story—I’ve been mentally
doing that to my own ancestors for years.” said Sister Godivala.
Sister James asked Sister Godivala about how her family took
the career change, “My family has been superb. They don’t even
mind too much that most of our dinner table conversations now
centre around death. Plus, I used to work at my daughter’s school.
She’s thrilled I’ve gone, ha-ha. My husband is currently working at
home because of the pandemic and he has doubled up as my allimportant IT manager. I get to sit beside him at our desks for a lot
of the day and it’s lovely.”

is very fulfilling if I know that I made that very
difficult time just a little bit easier.”
Sister James asked Sister Godivala what callings she has held in the last 10 years, Sister
Godivala told her that though she has helped
with Relief Society and Primary. Most of her callings were around serving the youth in seminary
and their stake and the YSAs. “I absolutely love
working with young people in the church. Weird
contradiction with my work life now, huh?” She
said with a laugh. ◼

When asked about the impact of COVID-19, Sister Godivala
said, “COVID-19 has not been great for the funeral industry, which
sounds counterintuitive. Even when the death rate spiked in April
and May, the restrictions were such that all the services funeral
professionals provide were compromised, and it was difficult to
feel that they were giving their best to their clients. I really feel for
people who lost family during that time. They probably weren’t
able to be with their loved ones as they were ill, and when they
passed. I know when I lost my dad, it was a tremendously important experience to be able to mourn with my family. Additionally,
those grieving have not had the therapeutic face-to-face contact
with the funeral director and the officiant (whether clergy or civil)
and, on top of all that, the funeral attendance was limited to very
small numbers and the deceased could not have the send-off their
family may have envisaged. It must have really added anguish to
what is already a very difficult time.
“I absolutely love what I am doing! My favourite bit is meeting
with the family and finding out all about their loved ones. People
live the most extraordinary lives! I sit, absolutely captivated, as I
take notes on the memories the families share with me. Almost
invariably, I end up telling the story of someone I wish I had had
the opportunity to meet. I love to be side by side with a family
helping them through one of the saddest times of their lives. It

Paying Tithing—A Lesson
I’ve Never Forgotten
By Christine Ireland Price
Wrexham Ward, Chester Stake

I

was baptised on the
14th in May 1955 in
Liverpool, when the
branch was meeting in
Summerfield, a grand
old house which stood
on Mill Bank where
the stake centre now
stands. The following year, Spencer W.
Kimball (1895-1985),
then an Apostle, visited
Summerfield because he was in the area.
Even as a very young teenager, I could tell
that there was something special about him.
He did a wonderful presentation on tithing. We
had been in the Church for less than a year and
I was part of the choir along with my mother.
February 2021
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I was seated at the front and had the advantage
of watching him come down the aisle towards
the stand.
He stopped and stood in front of the pulpit.
He said that he wanted someone to help him.
He had taken the trouble to find ten pieces
of three pence (a small gold-coloured coin with
many sides resembling our 50-pence piece)
before coming to the meeting. He then called a
young primary boy named Geoffrey Nugent to
come to the front and said, “I want you to help
me. Hold out your hand.”
Geoff held out his open hand as Elder Kimball
counted the ten coins, one by one, into his hand.
Then he asked him, “What have you got there?”
“I have ten threepenny pieces” Geoff replied and
Elder Kimball said “Yes, now will you do something for me, will you give me one coin back?”
Geoffrey gave him one back, and Elder
Kimball said, “Now see this one which you have
given back to me? How many have you got left?”
Geoffrey counted them and said, “Nine.”
“You’ve got nine and I’ve got one. That’s all
the Lord wants from you. He wants one out of
every ten of the pennies you have. Would you
do that for the Lord? We call it tithing. Would you
pay your tithing?”
Geoffrey said he would, and Elder Kimball
said, “Well, I am giving you this one back. I am
trusting you to pay it in tithing.” He then gave
the coin he was holding back to Geoffrey.
I have never forgotten that lesson. Geoffrey
went on to do that same lesson with one of his
friends, Roy. Elder Kimball taught him, and the
rest of us, about tithing, in a simple yet profound
way. I was just a young teenager then, but that
experience has stayed in my mind and heart all
these years. ◼
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Eternal Marriage in 2020
By Gabby and Ethan Quesne

W

hat is eternal marriage? Well, the straight answer is, it’s marriage authorized by God through a temple ordinance called a
sealing. Honouring sacred covenants as husband and wife, they can
be married not only for time, but also throughout all eternity.
We (Gabby and Ethan) met at a church ball back in 2016. We
can’t say that it was love at first sight because Ethan forgot who I
was after that! Shortly after, we rekindled our relationship at institute and sparks flew. We pretty much saw each other four days
a week after that. We then got engaged in May 2018. We knew

Pray and work on yourself
as that will help you
find the perfect eternal
companion for you later
down the line.

quickly that we wanted to be with each other forever because
of how well we got on and how much we laughed with each
other. Marriage at some point was pretty much a no-brainer.
Ethan and I both want an eternal family unit and want to
have children and raise them to be good, kind and thoughtful
people. To us, marriage is a great way to bring about that family
stability. I guess we have been preparing since our youth by
trying to be good, kind people ourselves, being inspired by our
parents and grandparents.
Our journey to marriage became a bit challenging when I
finished university and job stability was uncertain. Then the
pandemic hit, and no one could have seen that coming! We
had to move our wedding from March 2020 to September 2020.
We were even unsure at some points whether the September

2020 date would go ahead with everything in
the world changing so rapidly, but luckily, it did
and we are happily married now. It may not
have been the big day as originally planned, but
it was perfect. We are both so glad that we are
now married and can start our own little family
as husband and wife.
For people thinking about eternal marriage, I
would say wait till you find the right person. You
are going to be with this person for a long time
so make sure you pick someone with the same
values and morals. Don’t rush it if it doesn’t feel
right. Pray and work on yourself as that will help
you find the perfect eternal companion. ◼

Tunbridge Wells Deputy Mayor
By Lyn Yull

C

as well as statutory obligations.
Chris has served his local community
in several ways since leaving corporate

hris Woodward, a member of the

and its theme was Wow Factor—

life in 2003. He also serves as a trustee

Maidstone England Stake, first

photographing something amazing.

of a local charity, The Number One

became a councillor on Tunbridge Wells

Chris is also one of a body of twelve

Borough Council in 2006. He currently

common conservators, a parish-like body

needs of a relatively deprived area in the

chairs the borough’s Overview and

funded by precept, who manage the

borough, and he keeps an eye on youth

Scrutiny Committee which reviews deci-

commons, keeping it in good order and

matters through the Local Children’s

sions made by the borough’s cabinet and

protecting it for proper use by the general

Partnership Group.

the processes followed in reaching those

public. A key aim is to see that the com-

He will take over as mayor in May for

decisions.

mons, an area of over 250 acres, are not

the year 2021/22 and has chosen as his

encroached but retained in good order

theme for the year ‘The Rising Generation’

mayor with his wife as his support. As

for posterity. Chris is also a member of the

(an Area Presidency theme), which aligns

part of his duties, he recently attended

conservators’ three-man committee that

well with his personal interests. He has

an event at Wellington Rocks on the

directly runs various initiatives that sup-

also nominated Mental Health Resource,

Tunbridge Wells Commons to recog-

port the conservators’ objectives, such as

a West Kent charity, for the borough’s

nise winners in a commons photog-

selecting contractors for grounds works,

charity of the year award year. When he is

raphy competition. This was the first

litter clearing and developing a new

mayor, he will focus fundraising initiatives

year the competition had been held

website to serve users of the commons,

for the same charity. ◼

He was recently appointed deputy

Community Trust, which serves the

February 2021
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RootsTech Connect
By UK & Ireland Digital Channels

ootsTech is an organised
repeating conference hosted by
FamilySearch. RootsTech gathers
multiple family history and ancestry
organisations where they all offer
Pictured are, from left, Jenny Woodward (wife of Chris Woodward), Deputy Mayor
their unique programs and supChris Woodward, current Tunbridge Wells Mayor Joy Podbury and Bob Podbury
port. The aim of these RootsTech
(husband of Joy Podbury). They are holding printed copies of the winning entries
conferences is to, “help individuals
for adults, teens and young children in the Wow Factor photography contest.
learn and use the latest technology
to start, or accelerate their efforts
to find, organise, preserve and share their family’s connections and history.”
One of last year’s conferences was groundbreaking,
and one of the first-ever family discovery conferences
outside of Salt Lake City, Utah. It was held at ExCel
Requirements for UK & Ireland
London convention centre in October 2019 and repreLiahona Submissions:
sented 42 countries with nearly 10,000 attendees but with
1. Content is positive and is about the practice of
the advances of technology.
the Savior’s gospel in UK and/or Ireland, past/
This month, February 25th–27th 2021, the conference
present/future.
is virtual and worldwide—for free!
2. Write content on a Word document. Include title,
February 2021 RootsTech Connect will follow similar
author, and desired image captions next to the
image file name. (no actual images or paintings
models from previous conferences—including keynote
just words in default font).
speakers, more than 150 classes taught by industry spe3. Name Word document and JPEG images with
cialists, and an interactive opportunity to get familiar with
similar file names. (ex: easterpartyward.docx)
latest technologies to research family history from any of
4. Get written consent from those who are in any
images or who have submitted a piece of crethe organisations involved, and it’s all done virtually.
ative work either through online or a jpeg sent to
Like the London event in 2019 with General
you with their signature.
Authorities, including Elder David A. Bednar and Sister
5. Screenshot the consent with their email and name
visible. Submit as JPEG with the other images.
Susan Bednar, celebrities like Dan Snow, British histoAttach document(DOC) images(JPEG)
rian and television presenter, Paralympic gold medallist
and screenshot(JPEG) in email to
Kadeena Cox, and singers Donny Osmond and Tre
ensignukinserts@gmail.com and send. ◼
Amici, ‘RootsTech Connect’ will give us access to other
special guests and speakers who share interests and connections with family history. ◼
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