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Temple Blessings
Elder Joaquim J. Moreira, Portugal
Area Seventy

W

hen the Lord instructed Adam
about the plan of happiness,
Moses wrote: “And behold, all things
have their likeness, and all things are
created and made to bear record of
me, both things which are temporal,
and things which are spiritual; things
which are in the heavens above, and
things which are on the earth, and
things which are in the earth, and
things which are under the earth,
both above and beneath: all things
bear record of me.”1
The most sacred places we have on
earth are the temples that bear witness
of the centrality of the Savior in our
worship. The following sentences are
written at the entrance of the temple:
“Holiness to the Lord” and “The
House of the Lord”.
When the Savior Jesus Christ
appeared to the Nephites, He invited
all the children to join Him and the
account describes: “So they brought
their little children and set them down
upon the ground round about him,
and Jesus stood in the midst; and the
multitude gave way till they had all
been brought unto him.”2
One of the blessings of the temple
is to be brought to Him, to be in
His midst, and to be able to learn
from Him and with Him, in order to
become like Him.
In the temple we learn about the
purpose of life, who we are, where
we came from, why we are here, and
where we will go after this life.

Elder Joaquim J. Moreira

By applying these teachings
throughout our lives as temple
patrons, each of us also makes
sacred promises with the Lord called
covenants.
Such covenants include obeying
God, following Jesus Christ, being
morally clean, and dedicating our time
and talents to the Lord’s service.
These commitments become
guiding principles for our daily life.
Honoring these sacred covenants
brings us more peace, joy, and blessings in this life as we strive to return
to live with God forever.
One of the blessings of attending
the temple is the feeling of serenity,
prayer and thoughtfulness, sent to
heaven, where we can live forever
with our family in the presence of our
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ.
Another great blessing is the fulfillment of the prophet Malachi’s prophecy: “Behold, I will send you Elijah
the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord:
“And he shall turn the heart of
the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to their fathers,
lest I come and smite the earth with
a curse.”3
When Jesus Christ was baptized,
He demonstrated His commitment
to obey all of God’s commandments.
Later, Jesus taught that baptism is necessary to enter the kingdom of God.
So, what about those people who
died without having been baptized?

In the temple, baptism and other
essential ordinances are performed
on behalf of people who have died
without this opportunity. Such ordinances bring the saving grace of Jesus
Christ to all people. This service in
behalf of others is done with love and
because Latter-day Saints believe that
life continues after death, they also
believe that people who have died
are aware of the ordinances done for
them and are free to decide to accept
them or not.
Through family history research,
Latter-day Saints search information
about their ancestors and take names
to the temple to perform the ordinances for them.
When the current First
Presidency was called, President
Russell M. Nelson said: The end for
which each of us strives is to be
endowed with power in a house of
the Lord, sealed as fami-lies, faithful to covenants made in a temple
that qualify us for the greatest gift
of God—that of eternal life. . . .
Your worship in the temple will . . .
bless you with increased personal
revelation.”.4
I invite everyone to enjoy these
blessings and promises by attending
the temple. ◼
NOTES

1. Moses 6:63
2. 3 Nephi 17:12
3. Malachi 4:5–6
4. Russell M. Nelson, “As We Go Forward
Together,” Ensign, April 2018, 7.
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Martin J. Turvey to Serve
as an Area Seventy
By Deylnn Bodine

A

t the April 2020 general conference of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, President
Dallin H. Oaks of the First Presidency
announced that Martin J. Turvey of the
United Kingdom was called as one of
58 new Area Seventies.
“I see it as my responsibility to
witness of Jesus Christ and carry out
His work to preach the gospel to the
poor and heal the broken hearted,”
said Elder Turvey.
He is assigned to serve in the Europe
Area, providing support to a regional
leadership council (a coordinating
council), a mission, and stakes in the
United Kingdom. In addition, he will
address churchgoers at worship services on his travels throughout Europe.
Elder Turvey said that it is his strongest desire “to see individuals through
Heavenly Father’s eyes and leave
every person who I interact with feeling a little bit better; both those who
have already accepted the gospel, and
those who are yet to do so.”
He is a second-generation member of the Church. He was born in
Northampton and grew up in Kent.
Later, he spent a few years in north
Wales and ultimately settled just
south of Bath, where he and his wife,
Debra, raised their family over the
past 26 years.
The Turveys worship at a congregation in Bath (Bristol Stake) where
he most recently served as the elders
quorum president, assisting the
bishop with the spiritual and temporal needs of local members of the
U2 E n s i g n

Church. Previous callings include:
bishop, bishopric member, high
councillor, stake presidency member,
stake president, and president of the
England Leeds Mission.
While reflecting on the rich history
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints in the United Kingdom,
Elder Turvey said, “Many say that our
best days are behind us. I don’t believe
that. In my view, this country has a
divine heritage and I believe it has an
equally divine future. As members of
the Church, we sometimes think of
ourselves as a minority religion and
underestimate the impact that our
congregations can have. When we
combine our strength and desire to
live the teachings of Jesus Christ, we

Martin J Turvey

can have a much bigger impact in our
communities than we think.”
Elder Turvey spent his early career
in sales and marketing, and during
the last 15 years served as CEO for
two different technology companies
in the data-quality sector. The Turveys
have three sons, three daughters
and ten grandchildren. Other Area
Seventies currently serving from the
UK are: Elder Mark A. Gilmour, Elder
Daniel P. Hall, Elder Karl D. Hirst,
Elder Alan T. Phillips and Elder K.
Roy Tunnicliffe. ◼

A Conference Promise Kept
By Kenneth Jorgensen

W

e were promised that April 2020’s
general conference would be
unforgettable if we prepared well.
I didn’t know beforehand how the
conference would be so unforgettable;
the First Vision and the Restoration have
always been very dear to my heart since
joining the Church in my early 20’s.
At that time, joining a church was the
last thing on my mind. I did not want to
join any social club or institution—I did
not feel lost. But once I heard about the
First Vision and the Restoration, I knew I
had to find out for myself if it was true.
And, once I had that confirmation, the

new knowledge became key to my
new life. Knowing that the First Vision
and the Restoration were true changed
everything going forward.
On my mission the following year, as
I studied and taught the First Vision and
the Restoration my testimony of them
became even stronger.
Now, many years after my conversion, I listened to all the talks of
the April 2020 conference and made
notes. As I did so, I came up with
a number of things I could change
and refine, but it did not yet seem
unforgettable.

Knowing that the First Vision and
the Restoration are true is key for all
of us. All the other details surrounding
the First Vision and the period of the
Restoration of the Church and the
gospel are less important.
It is quite simple, either the First Vision
happened, or it didn’t. That is what we
need to work out. And if it happened,
then we need to act accordingly. ◼

Indexing Opportunity Made Easier
By Chelsea Craven

P

ast general conferences have
emphasised building Zion and
preparing the world for the Second
Coming through the restored gospel
of the Saviour Jesus Christ. This restoration has provided his servants with
power and authority to seal families
together forever, even after death.
What a beautiful blessing that is.

That sealing work is done in
temples as a consequence of members’ family history work. There
are various ways and channels to
do family history nowadays, one
of the simplest and most fun being
FamilySearch indexing.
Indexing is the act of transcribing
into electronic text, to the best of
one’s ability, an image
of an old source document, so that it can be
electronically searched
by someone looking
for information about a
family member or event.
(Note that each source
document is transcribed
by more than one person
to compare views, and
increase the accuracy of,
the transcribed version.)
The Church has created a web page on
FamilySearch.org to
enable members to participate in this indexing;
see https://www.familysearch.org/indexing/. ◼

Living and loving
the British Mission:
Eda Longbone
By Dr. James Perry

I

“

find that the best way to approach
friends in order to expound the
gospel is through the various activity
channels of our Church: home beautifying, socials, dancing, study of the
many professions which we urge our
people to take up”, said Eda.1
The baptism of Edalinda Longbone
(known as Eda) on 25 January 1925 had
a lasting impact on her own and many
others’ lives. Born in Pembroke, Wales,
in 1900, Eda soon moved to London
and then Brighton. In the Brighton
Branch, Eda made many happy memories and lasting impacts. She contributed
however she could, including serving as
branch genealogical supervisor.2
While in London, Eda was severely
injured in an air raid during the
opening years of World War II.3 For
several hours, Eda lay buried under
the wreckage of her home. The most
welcome sight was seeing “a man’s
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But as I watched the Sunday
morning session and listened to
President Russell M. Nelson, the same
feeling and excitement I experienced
the first time I studied the First Vision
and the Restoration, suddenly came
back to me. The reciting of the
Bicentennial Proclamation and the
music that followed were very powerfully felt by me.

mud-soaked boot”.4 After being dug
out, she was rushed to a hospital with
serious injuries.
Eda’s patriarchal blessing stated that
if she kept certain commandments she
would live to “a ripe old age”.5 Eda
determined that her “dirty and gaping
wounds” were not going to be the end
of her. The wounds healed quicker
than anticipated and Eda was soon
able to return to her duties.
During the war, Eda was called as
a ‘home-missionary’ to replace the
efforts of the many missionaries who
had been evacuated, and to support
branches while many were away on
military service.
In 1944, Eda was called to serve as
a full-time missionary in the British
Mission. For two and half years, Eda
was invaluable to the mission presidency on account of her faith, handling
of the mission books, secretarial skills,
and her impressive stenographic skills.
Travelling throughout the country, Eda
supported and strengthened the Saints.6
Meals and good conversation could
always be found in Eda’s company.
“The breakfast table that morning
was a merry one, the whole ‘family’
were happy together, and as could be
expected when British and American
LDS meet, good-natured banter and
teasing took place; it flew swiftly
around and across the table accompanied by happy laughter. What stranger
could have guessed that until the
evening before three of our company
were unknown to us, and to each
other? . . . For myself, I thank God for
them and others like them, who come
seeking meetings. Their faith is steady;
it is built on firm foundations. It is a
faith that is prepared to wait. It shines
out of their young eyes and shows in
their actions; it stands fast; they hold
U4 E n s i g n

on tightly to the iron rod. All the horrors of war, the temptations of camp
life, the absence of others of their
beliefs – nothing can dislodge it. Their
faith, their steadfastness in the days of
trials, their testimonies, have strengthened my own . . . Thank you, boys,
for what you have done for me.”7
Eda lived her life in a way that
enabled her to realise many of the
blessings of her patriarchal blessing. In 1947, Eda emigrated to Utah.
Immediately after her arrival in Utah,
Eda went to the temple and took out
her endowments. She met old friends
and quickly acclimatised to the
American way of life. She lived there
for a number of years before returning to settle in Eastbourne, UK.
To the end, Eda held on to her
testimony and beliefs. In her final

will and testament, she stated: “I am
a member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints known as
the Mormons and wish my funeral
arrangements to be in accordance
with their customs.” ◼
A fuller version of the above can be found at
https://uk.churchofjesuschrist.org/living-andloving-the-british-mission-edalinda-victoria-lon
gbone?lang=eng-gb
NOTES:

1. ‘Home Missionaries’ Page’, Millennial Star,
Vol. 104, No. 2 (1942), 29.
2. ‘From the Mission Field’, Millennial Star, Vol.
101, No. 9 (1939), 144.
3. Eda V. Longbone, ‘Faith-Promoting Incidents
in the Lives of The British Mission’,
Millennial Star, Vol. 105, No. 14 (1943),
304–305.
4. “‘America is Wonderful’ Says British Lady”,
Provo Sunday Herald, 18 January 1948.
5. ‘Releases’, Millennial Star, Vol. 108, No. 9
(1946), 274–275.
6. ‘British Mission’, Millennial Star, Vol. 107, No.
3 (1945), 94.
7. ‘Forces’ Pages’, Millennial Star, Vol. 107, No.
6 (1945), 178–179.

Returning from a
Mission and Building Zion
By Alice Trevor

I

was besotted with my mission. It
was the best experience of my life;
I didn’t want it to end. The time came
for me to consider what I would do
after I was released. I wanted to know
how best to continue to carry the
missionary spirit with me into the next
phase of my life. I wanted to have
confidence that my Heavenly Father
had a plan for me.
Like many young missionaries,
I wondered whether I should go
to Brigham Young University. The
thoughts came: an honour code
requires students to live by the standards I expect of myself; classes are

designed in a way to spiritually uplift (it
would be cool to start each lecture with
a prayer); there were opportunities to
listen to General Authorities speak at
devotionals. My spirit would soar.
In the end, the decision boiled down
to go to Zion or build Zion where I
stand. My answer came one morning
during personal study as I read the allegory of the olive tree in Jacob, Chapter
5. I remember very clearly hearing in
my heart the words, “I have placed you
in the outermost region of my vineyard”. And then I knew.
I knew that I was born in England
for a reason. I know that I have been

By Jim Coleman

I
blessed to grow up in the Church for
a reason. I knew that nothing happens
by chance. I could suddenly see all
the conversations I’d had with people at school about what I believed. I
remembered the light that came into
their eyes, as I related to them what
the Spirit had told me. I remembered
my classmates to whom I was enabled
to give some comfort because of
what I knew. I remembered those that
strengthened my faith by their simple
acts of human kindness.
The thought came, “give me three
years as a returned missionary, and
just see what I could do.”
Through a lot of prayer and serious
nudges from the Spirit, I arrived at
university in Preston, England. There I
found a wonderful small but growing
group of young adults. They gave me
strength to brave the day. They taught
me so much by the way they lived
their lives, about what it meant to be
a disciple of Christ; each one in their
own way. I have seen in so many ways
that the Lord truly has placed me.
I’ve been home from my mission
for about a year. What has happened
in my life since returning was not what
I expected. But I have seen that the
Lord truly loves His people. I know He
is mindful of me. He is leading me by
the hand to my own personal land of
promise. I have come to realise that I
am finding Zion within myself. ◼

n the spirit of the Saviour’s charge
to love one another, Warwick-based
senior missionaries Elder James O.
Coleman and Sister Joann Coleman
applied the theme ‘Friends to All
Nations’ as they visited Rotary
International chapters in the UK. The
Colemans served in the Europe Area
Church Communication Department
from July 2018 to December 2019.
‘Friends to All Nations’ was a phrase
used by the Church during the 2002
Winter Olympic Games in Salt Lake
City and the motto is equally relevant
today. The focus of Elder and Sister
Coleman’s outreach programme to
Rotary was linked to Elder Coleman’s
longtime membership and service in
Rotary International.
The Colemans were positively
received by the several hundred men
and women of the Rotary chapters
they visited; they returned home with
a much richer inventory of friendships
than when they arrived in the UK.
Near the completion of their mission,

Elder and Sister Coleman were invited
to address members of the Rotary
Club of Warwick, during which they
announced a Rotary twinning partnership between the Warwick club
and the Colemans’ home Rotary Club
of St George, Utah. Following the
address on 13 November 2019, reports
appeared in The Leamington Courier
and The Kenilworth Weekly News.
Jackie Crampton, secretary of the
Warwick Rotary Club, reported to the
press as follows:
“Warwick Rotary hosted a farewell evening to visiting Rotarian Jim
Coleman this week with many of his
friends and colleagues from other
clubs joining them. Jim and his wife,
Joann, from St George in Utah have
spent just over a year in Warwick as
ambassadors for The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints in Saltisford
(Warwick). Jim has been a Rotarian
since 1981, serving as district governor
in Utah 2000/01, and joined Warwick
Rotary as an associate for the duration

Members of the Rotarians ‘Friends to all Nations’.
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Service and Love Bind Friends of All Nations

of his stay. They have greatly enjoyed
their time in Warwick, visiting another
18 clubs across the UK, and sharing
Rotary fellowship.
“Jim told the club about his lifelong commitment to service, and how
his faith and being a Rotarian came
naturally as they shared so much in
common, in particular their passion
to improve the lives of others and a
love for all mankind. A highlight of
his life was to lead a trip to India in
2006, with two follow-up trips, to help
inoculate children there against polio,
and to watch the slow eradication of
the disease around the world in part
due to Rotary involvement. (Latterday Saint Charities has contributed to
this effort.) Jim embraced the Rotary
motto ‘Service above Self’ as guidance
for his life . . . the Church supports a
variety of community initiatives. He
introduced his colleagues and asked
us to work with them if we needed
assistance. We were also invited to
form a twinning partnership with Utah
to work together on global projects.
Jim finished the evening singing his
own song, The Loving Rotary Way,
and was presented with a picture of
Warwick Castle by President David
Brain to remember their stay here.”
Members from other Rotary Clubs in
the area were in attendance. Also present were: Malcolm Adcock, based in
Warwick, who is Europe Area Church
Communication Department assistant
director; Pat Wilkinson, Birmingham
Coordinating Council communication director, from Solihull; Melvyn
U6 E n s i g n

Kitsell, Coventry Stake communication
director, from Birmingham; and fellow Warwick-based senior missionaries in the Church Communication
Department, Elder William and Sister
Delynn Bodine from Mesa, Arizona. ◼

YW Camp Miracles
By Dawn Morgan

A

mong some members in the
Merthyr Tydfil Wales Stake, the
best time to book a foreign holiday is
the week when the Young Women
camp is planned, because the weather
is almost always terrible. The camp in
2019 was no exception. As the Young
Women camped in West Wales over
the Easter holidays the weather turned
particularly grim, with high winds and
heavy rain forecast. The girls, however,
still managed to have a great time.
Some of the activities were moved
to the nearby Newcastle Emlyn Chapel
and one morning, when the weather
was clear, they spent several hours
providing service at Skanda Vale, a
multi-faith spiritual community near
Llanpumsaint, Carmarthenshire. The
community includes an ashram monastic community, a hospice and three
Buddhist temples. Sister Shelly Bristow,
the stake Young Women president is a
regular volunteer at the hospice and she
arranged for the girls and their leaders
to help at the centre. They engaged in a
number of activities including cleaning

Elder William and Sister Delynn Bodine.

out the elephants’ enclosure!
President Matthew Wigglesworth, of
the stake presidency, visited the camp
overnight with his wife, Sara. President
Wigglesworth related how the Lord
supplied gentle miracles for the group
despite the difficult weather conditions.
The Met Office had issued a yellow
weather warning while the girls were
at camp. As the girls assembled in the
marquee for their testimony meeting it
was raining and blowing so hard that
they couldn’t hear each other.
But President Wigglesworth reported
that as the meeting began it all calmed
down. The sun came out, bringing a rainbow and the sounds of the birds singing.
He also recalled that he was woken in the
early hours of the following morning with
the wind whipping around his tent. He
got up to check how everyone was faring.
He found that the marquee was lifting
off the ground even though it had been
securely strapped down the night before.
Even the thick side poles were bending in
the storm, but as he went around checking the tents of the young women and
their leaders, he found that not a single
guy rope had been pulled out; complete
peace and calm surrounded them. ◼

By Chris Woodward

A

round 7 February, Storm Ciara hit
the valleys of the Rhondda and
Taff rivers, closely followed by Storm
Dennis, over the weekend of 15th and
16th. In a few days, this area of south
Wales experienced about 125 percent
of its normal monthly rain. Water
levels in buildings reached up to six
feet inside. Pontypridd, sited close to
the confluence of the two rivers, was
especially badly hit.
Some properties damaged by these
floods were not insurable for such
risks. But the outcome, of such commonly-known ‘acts of God’, were the
wonderful acts of God performed by
full-time missionaries, as well as local
members of the Church and communities, over the three or so weeks that
followed the peak of those floods.
Elders Farar and Pricer were confronted by the devastation as they
stepped out, in their suits, into the
street in Pontypridd early on Monday
the 17th. They immediately stepped
back in, re-emerging in clothing more
fit for the task that lay ahead of them.
They raised the alarm with Church
leaders, and immediately went around
asking people if they needed any help.
Mission President David Hughes
of the England Birmingham Mission
deployed other missionaries from
neighbouring zones. Over the next
three weeks about 50 or so missionaries were involved; up to 25 on
any one day. President Jason Spragg
of the Cardiff Stake put matters in
the hands of Paul Baker, the stake
clerk. Paul’s skillset and experience,

particularly in crisis-management
logistics, made him most suitable for
leading the Church’s response.
The Town Council in Pontypridd
mobilised an operations centre in
the Trallwn Community Centre. Paul
spent most of his time over the ensuing three weeks at the centre, from
where support was deployed all over
County Borough of Rhondda Cynon
Taff: up the Rhondda to Pentre, up
the Taff to Treforest and down to Taffs
Well. The Centre collected and distributed supplies, mostly donations, as
well as provided a place where residents could come to seek support.
Paul, in an article he wrote for a local
magazine, said, “We were able to use
the many members of our Church who
are professional social workers, doctors,

Mayor of Pontypridd Town Council,
CHr Loretta Tomkinson with Elders
Pricer and Farar.

paramedics, nurses, teachers etc.”
These included Deb Barry, a member
of Caerphilly Ward, a humanitarian-aid
specialist for Save the Children. Paul
said, “I was guided by her, and she by
me. She was fantastic.” Help included,
“clearing out houses and shops, removing sewage-covered debris from streets,
preparing food, delivering meals, providing sanitisation products and offering
emotional support in the form of hugs
and a listening ear.” Many thousands of
hours of effort were logged by volunteers (about 5,000 by the missionaries).
Church funds were used to purchase
thousands of gloves, hundreds of plastic
boxes, hand sanitisers, bottles of bleach,
rubble sacks, as well as feminine
hygiene packs, nappies, and food; even
a printer and a fridge for the centre.
Paul ‘painted a picture’: “After each
day the group of tired, exhausted,
emotionally and physically drained
volunteers would sit together in the

Gavon Rearaon, Paul Baker, President Jason
Spragg, Deb Barry, Mike Powell.
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Acts of God in
South Wales

Elder Farar, Gavin Reardon,
Elder Pricer, Elder Leslie.

as they moved around Pontypridd. One
Church member expressed the feeling
that at times it was almost like being
in the temple, as everyone diligently
worked together to clear up.
On Monday 9 March, members of
the Pontypridd Town Council took the
missionaries out for an evening of tenpin bowling and a meal at the local
Ben & Jerry’s in Cardiff. Cardiff Stake
is planning to present the town council with a framed Helping Hands bib,
signed by all the involved full-time
missionaries.
Elder Pricer says of his experience:
“I don’t think I really understood
why I came out on my mission. [But]

Members made up
200 hygiene buckets
containing supplies
and were dlivered the
following morning.

Gavon Rearaon, Mike Powell
(Pontypridd Town Cll, Deb
Barry (Coerphilly Ward).

Members and missionaries working
together.

Editor Box
By Chelsea Craven

B

rothers and Sisters, we’ve witnessed and experienced many
things in the gospel these last few
years. Not just internationally, but also
in the United Kingdom. The UK Local
Pages are for us to share our stories
that show why living the restored gospel of Jesus Christ in the UK is great
and makes a difference.
To submit written content and
photographs please go to the website
ensignsubmissions.co.uk and here
you will find everything you need to
make an easy submission.
If you have questions,
contact us through the LDS UK
Facebook page (facebook.com/
ChurchofJesusChristUK) or by email at
UKIEnsign@ChurchofJesusChrist.org.
Thank you for your love for the
gospel and Christlike service in the
United Kingdom. ◼
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Church hygiene donated buckets
arriving at the Centre; members at the
Centre readying to go out and help;
Lynn Barry and Glenn Thomas helping
make sandwiches.

through inserting myself into the community of Pontypridd, that question
has been answered. I’m here to help
people. These past two weeks or so
have been the most influential in my
life. I want to serve. I’m addicted.”
Elder Farar adds: “I have done a
lot of reflection in the last couple of
weeks as I served my community.
We’re changed and they’re changed.
That’s what the Saviour wants.” ◼
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Missionaries wading through flood
water to help a local business; President
Evans, Scott Holman and Mike Powell
with missionaries after a day’s cleaning.
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evening at the centre and reflect on
how they were going to do a better
job the next day.”
For many of the missionaries, it
was a rewarding but challenging
experience—including cleaning up
after sewage-system overflows and
disposing of dead pets. Lending an
ear to the worries of affected residents
and offering emotional support were
typical of the love provided. “It’s been
tough”, said Paul Baker, but of “profound effect in the Pontypridd community”, said President Delve of the
Cardiff Stake presidency.
Church missionaries have been constantly waved at and positively accosted

