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This is a Gospel of Hope
Elder Markus Zarse, Germany
Area Seventy

A

t the end of September 2019, my
father fell and broke his femur.
Misdiagnoses and inappropriate therapy at the hospital caused his condition to deteriorate and we feared for
his life. Being a doctor, I arranged for
a transfer to the hospital where I work,
because I was absolutely determined
to heal him. My compassionate and
supportive colleagues operated on
him and treated him with extraordinary personal commitment, however,
my fatherʼs health did not improve significantly. In the middle of November,
my mother told me about a certain
conversation that she’d had with my
father. She said to him, “It is hard for
you to lie in bed here.” — “Yes!” — “I
know how much you loved rushing
around in the temple getting things
done.” — “YES!” — “You donʼt need to
stay here because of me. Would you
like to go?” His whole being seemed to
glow and he said, “Yes!” Then he took
my mother’s hand and said, “Wherever
we are, we belong together forever!”1
I am so grateful for my father’s hope.
He never knew his earthly father, and
when the missionaries taught him
that he had a Heavenly Father and a
Redeemer who loved him very much,
this new knowledge became the guiding light in his life. I am equally thankful for my mother’s hope. Her personal
connection with her Heavenly Father
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and her knowledge about eternal families is deeply rooted in her heart. They
both “hope for a better world, yea, even
a place at the right hand of God.”2 Both
were aware of their personal flaws
and shortcomings, and yet, this did not
lessen their hope and trust in the mercy
and goodness of our Redeemer.
The Prophet Ether also knew how
important hope is for the repentance
of men, which is why he taught in the
last days before the destruction of the
Jaredites that hope “maketh an anchor
to the souls of men, which would
make them sure and steadfast, always
abounding in good works, being led
to glorify God.”3 Ether is using the
word “would” here because the people did not believe in this at the time.
Do our children, youth and young
adults today have this type of hope
that allows them to approach the
throne of God with confidence?
This type of hope has nothing to
do with the reality-denying expression “Hope dies last”. No, it is the
divine power that brings us back to
God. Satan knows this as well, and
his efforts to destroy our youth battalion of the Lord, our hope of Israel,
begin right there. Elder Klebingat said,
“[Satan] will seek access to your heart
to tell you lies—lies that Heavenly
Father is disappointed in you, that the
Atonement is beyond your reach, that

there is no point in even trying, that
everyone else is better than you, that
you are unworthy, and a thousand
variations of that same evil theme.”4
President Russell M. Nelson warned
us that these attacks will increase at an
exponential rate.5 However, the Lord
protects us by inspiring his modern
prophets. All of the changes in the
Church and the new program for children and youth are designed to give
us and our youth this divine hope
— that Jesus will walk beside us and
help us overcome difficult things.6
Now, as we prepare for the Easter
season, please never give up bearing
your witness to your children of our
Saviorʼs unchanging love for you.
He loves to be merciful, especially
to those who have strayed far away
and who do not expect it7. I also have
this lasting hope that our Father in
Heaven, through his goodness, mercy,
and love, will one day welcome us
with open arms. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen. ◼
NOTES

1. Personal communication.
2. Ether 12:4.
3. Ether 12:4.
4. Jörg Klebingat, “Approaching the Throne of
God with Confidence,” Ensign, Nov. 2014, 34.
5. Russell M. Nelson, “Opening Remarks,”
Ensign, Nov. 2018, 7.
6. Face to Face with Elder Gong [Children
and Youth, November 17, 2019], facetoface.
churchofjesuschrist.org.
7. See Jeffrey R. Holland “The Laborers in the
Vineyard,” Ensign, May 2012, 33.
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A Walk for Peace
By Val Wainwright

O

n Saturday 12 October
2019 members from the
Wakefield and Horbury wards in the
Huddersfield Stake joined with around
50 members of the local ‘faiths
forum’ on a walk for peace.
En route, they were welcomed
into various church venues including
Wakefield Cathedral, West Wakefield
Methodist Church, Wakefield Central
Mosque, as well as the Wakefield
chapel of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints on Horbury Road.
Bishop Tony Burnett of the Horbury
Ward spoke and said, “What a
privilege it is to join with other faiths
in the Wakefield area, to take part in
today’s walk for peace. As different
faiths, we may have different beliefs
but, to quote the late Jo Cox former
MP for Batley and Spen constituency,
‘We are far more united and have far
more in common with each other,
than things that divide us.’”
He added, “This is certainly the
case when it comes to peace, and it is
the reason we are here today, united
in our quest for peace. As Christians
we look to Jesus Christ who taught
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called the children of God’
(Matthew 5:9)’”.
After his remarks, the assorted
gathering of Baptists, Anglicans,
Methodists, Muslims, Pagans,
Quakers, and even the Mayor of
Wakefield shared refreshments,
looked around the chapel and
discussed similarities and differences
amongst these ‘friends of faith’. ◼
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Primary Painted Cards and
Posters to Welcome Refugees
By Andrea James

R

efugee Week started in 1998 as a
result of hostility in the media, and
society in general, towards refugees
and asylum seekers. Now an established part of the UK’s cultural calendar, Refugee Week is an outstanding
national initiative working to counter
this negative climate, defending the
importance of sanctuary and the benefits it can bring to both refugees and
to host communities.

The Primary children of Watford
Stake were asked if they would like
to paint messages of welcome. Each
ward participated and sent their paintings to Elder and Sister Hafen, the
senior missionary couple who run an
LDS Charities Friendship Centre.
The children chose their own
themes and many featured welcoming hands or feet that had walked a
long way to get to the UK, and hearts
for love.
One Primary child went to school
the next day and told her friends
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what she had done. Inspired by
this, one of those friends painted a
welcome poster which was sent to

the Friendship Centre. A great piece
of missionary work by the Primary
child! ◼

Man in the Street
By Andrew Norris

not active in Church
’I mbutcurrently
love what it has done for me

and what it continues to do for my
wife and children. I was a convert.
I loved every minute of my ten years
of activity. I stopped attending due to
my weakness in keeping the Word of
Wisdom.
I have never said a bad word about
the Church. I want my children to
continue living the Church’s teachings. My wife and family, being very
faithful, live them to the best of their
abilities.

My time in the Church taught me
much. I wanted to be a good example
and show that religion is not weird or
restrictive, nor removed from everyday life, but rather a path that I had
walked.
Although now inactive I’ve never
desired to try to prove that the Church
is wrong or to mock it; instead I see
myself as a missionary for the Church
in a very different way. I try to speak
of my experiences in the Church in
a positive manner, never denying my
feelings for God and Jesus Christ.
I have had far more conversations,
regarding my beliefs, with friends
since I left the Church that I ever did
whilst living it.
March 2020
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I am a normal man, husband
and father, brother, and son; I never
expected the messages I received
from my Heavenly Father that what I
am going through was part of my plan
here on earth. I’ve had terrible times
when I knew the adversary was present. I have recorded my experiences
and the answers to every question that
I have had along the way.
I am certainly not ready to jump
back into activity. I am just thankful
for the words I hear, and the knowledge I have been blessed with during
my most difficult times. I know God
and Jesus Christ are real and they
have blessed me in times when I
never would have expected.
Below are the words with which
I woke up one night. ◼

The man in the street looked me
straight in my eyes; He cried.
A step forward he makes never
dropping his gaze; He stumbled.
The passers-by sooner laughed than
lend a hand; They failed.
I watched as he came closer and
stood there before me; I trembled.
He gently put his right arm on my
left shoulder; I cried.
He said, “Brother, as hyenas laugh
at misfortune, the lion waits
patiently”; I listened.
We walked side by side to the top of
the hill; No judgment.
The morning dew sparkled in the
sunshine as he lay down his
gown; We rested.
For a moment it felt as if I was in
heaven; So peaceful.
There was nothing that could hurt
me or make me feel sad; Felt
fearless.

Frederick William Oates: 20th-century
Church leader
By Kenneth Jørgensen

F

rederick William Oakes (known
as Fred) was a valiant well-known
Church leader in northeast England in
the 20th century, and the first president
of the Sunderland Stake. He was baptised on 11 May 1918 in Sunderland.
In 1923 he became a very good
friend of missionary elder Ezra Taft
Benson. When he was sixteen, Fred
reported that Elder Benson took the
branch’s Aaronic Priesthood holders
to a city park, where “he had us sit in
a ring . . . he sat in the middle, and
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he talked to us about the Word of
Wisdom. . . . He said, ‘Now, brethren,
I want to tell you a little poem, and I
want you to remember it’—and I’ve
always remembered it—‘Tobacco is
a weed. The devil sowed the seed.
It scents your pockets, burns your
clothes, and makes a chimney of your
nose!’” “President Benson was a great
favourite with us all,” said Fred, “I
remember some of the older people,
and my dad and mother, saying, ‘You
know that young man is going to

As the sun starts to set, he looks
again in my eyes; He smiled.
What you’ve left behind is the key to
move forward; He teaches.
Clean up the path that you’ve trodden so long; Show sorrow.
Mend all the hearts that you’ve
started to tear; Be humble.
This man grabbed my right hand
and promised, I’ll be all right;
Be faithful.
You are being tested to the highest
degree to reach the lowest of lows;
Be learned.
Remember the phoenix did rise from
the flames; Be patient.
The light will shine brighter than the
flames of a fire; Be ready.
Joy be bestowed upon those who do
listen; Speak freely.
Knowledge be given that’s offered to
few; Use wisely.
Live your best life and that’s all you
need; Be happy. ◼

be a member of the
Council of Twelve’.”
In the 1930s Fred
served as branch
president and also as
a local missionary.
“In 1935 an article appeared in the
Frederick William
Millennial Star, an
Oates
extract of which
appears below (more can be found
on the UK website of the Church at
www.lds.org.uk):
“On the Sunderland branch
stage-tableau scenes depicting
‘The Restoration of the Gospel’ unfold
themselves in splendour. The audience sits enthralled. In the midst of
the drama the lean, angular frame of

Missionary
Conference
on the
weekend
of 12th
April 1942

Tunstall
Road,
Sunderland
in 1958.
Left to
right elders
Bowler and
Kerr, and
President
Oates

“Out on the athletic field, the
same agile man rushes to make a
tackle. He is wearing a [checked]
blue and gold jersey bearing the
script ‘Latter-day Saints.’ He is a
member of Sunderland MIA football club. Although outclassed,
the team battles gamely on and
wins the plaudits of the crowd for
its fine display of sportsmanship.
“In the classroom, this same
man is explaining the working
parts of a woodworking machine.
The students listen with interest, for the instructor knows his
subject well and knows how to
present it attractively.
Pres Oates on the left outside his printers with
“This versatile man is
some of the missionaries, taken around 1958
Frederick William Oates,
Newcastle district president.
the actor-author and director moves
Brother Oates has been blessed with an
with rapid precision. His histrionic
abundance of talent. Fortunate indeed
movements are those of a master.
is he who has the wisdom to put his

ability to the highest cause that man can
serve—the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He
is a believer in the axiom: ‘If you have
talents, industry will improve them.’
Never before has there been such a
need for men with ideas as there is at
the present time.
“He derived satisfaction in rendering service in whatever position he
might be called to labour and had the
honour of being ordained an elder
by Apostle John A Widtsoe. He has
enjoyed the loyal help of his wife,
Sarah Ellen Williamson Oates, to
whom he was married April 7, 1928.
They have been blessed with two
children, Frederick William Jr and
Hazel Dawn.
“Instructor in forms of manual
training in a government-managed
training school in Sunderland is the
vocation of Brother Oates. An honest
tithe-payer and a strict observer of the
Word of Wisdom, his actions demonstrate his beliefs. An eloquent speaker,
too, he impresses all with his sincerity
and seriousness.”
Fred also owned and operated
W H Forster Ltd (a printing company)
until he retired in 1982. He was a
veteran of World War II, serving as
1st lieutenant training officer, 13th
Battalion, Durham Light Infantry.
Throughout his life he enjoyed writing and producing plays. He was kind
and gentle, and a source of strength
to Latter-day Saints. He was blessed to
be able to negotiate for many Church
sites throughout the northeast of
England. He served the Lord with love
and enduring faith until he passed
away on 8 September 1995. ◼
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BBC’s Stacey Dooley Sleeps
over with the Preston family
By Mark Preston

Mark Preston and his family agreed to host Stacey Dooley, BBC television presenter, for a
weekend ‘sleepover’ in their home. The family were filmed doing normal activities including
attending a youth dance, a football match, and church, going out with the missionaries,
and enjoying a family gathering. The family were asked questions about their beliefs. The
program was shown on the UKTV’s W Channel in early October 2019.
Mark had the following to say about the experience:

W

hen Lindsay and I were asked
by Church public affairs &
communications if we’d consider
being involved in an episode of Stacey
Dooley Sleeps Over, our initial thought
was, “No chance”. However, as we
often pray for missionary opportunities, we asked our sons and were
amazed when they said it was okay
with them. They weren’t overjoyed
at the prospect but didn’t say no!
As we prayed and thought more
about it, it began to feel wrong to
refuse the opportunity to share what
we believe. We don’t find it easy
to share our beliefs and sometimes
worry that people might think that

“As a parting gift, we
were able to present
Stacey with a Book
of Mormon, our
testimonies written
inside, which she
gratefully accepted.”
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we’re preaching or judging the way
others choose to live their lives. This
opportunity seemed to be an answer
to our prayers.
We agreed to be considered. We
met with two members of the production crew and shared our beliefs with
them. We later met with two more
members of the crew and once again
shared our beliefs. It was a blessing
to spend time with these friendly and
kind people in our home and explain
our beliefs and share our testimonies.

During these meetings, we
explained repeatedly how dull our
lives were, half hoping that it would
stop there; we were perfectly happy
that we’d been able to share our testimonies, and this was enough missionary work for us. We were surprised,
shocked and a little afraid when they
decided that they wanted to focus on
our family for their episode.
Despite our fears, the experience
was a positive one. Our boys were
themselves, and the episode was an
accurate portrayal of our everyday lives.
We don’t know if this was a positive or
negative portrayal of the Church, but it
was accurate as to the way that we live.
Stacey and the production crew
were wonderful. Even when Stacey
didn’t agree with our beliefs or values, she was respectful and polite.
Without the kindness and friendliness
of Stacey and the crew, it would have
been a much more difficult weekend.

Stacey Dooley and the Preston family ready to attend church.

Mormon, our testimonies written
inside, which she gratefully accepted.
Copies were also given to each member of the production crew.
In some small way, we hope as a
family we provided opportunities for
others to have gospel conversations
with family, friends and others as a
result of this programme. We tried
to be the best member missionaries
we could. ◼

George Bywater’s Book
By Jill Morgan

A

s a Church history specialist in
the Merthyr Tydfil Stake I was
curious to know what local libraries
might hold relating to the Church.
Swansea reference library, I found,
had a first edition of Llyfr Mormon—
the Book of Mormon in Welsh, dated
1852. The Book of Mormon was
translated and distributed in instalments and by subscription. Members
who paid their ‘book money’ and
collected all of the instalments could
have them bound according to their
preferences—and their purse. There
was no indication of who this copy
might have belonged to, but in
Swansea University library there was
another first edition, this time with
an inscription on the flyleaf—George
Bywater’s Book, July 30th, 1852. A
little research identified the owner
as George Gwilym Bywater (1828–
1889) who joined the Church in
1848 in Garndiffaeth near Pontypool

(Monmouthshire), along with several
other members of his family.
In 1854 George left Liverpool for
Utah Territory aboard the Golconda.
More than 450 Saints were on board,
about half of them Welsh. But in
September 1860 he was called to
return to the British Isles as a missionary. The Missionary Database 1830–
1930 shows that he was set apart by
George Q Cannon and served for four
years (see history.churchofjesuschrist.
org/missionary). Although he appears
on the 1860 US census living in Utah,
he also appears on the 1861 UK census—living in Eglwysilan (about 12
miles north of Cardiff), with his occupation given as “Elder of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”
The Deseret News of 5 October
1864 reports his return to Salt Lake
City at the end of his mission, in
company with another returning
missionary Thomas Jeremy, who had

served as president of the Glamorgan
Conference with George Bywater
as his counsellor. The remainder
of George Bywater’s life is well
documented, as is his work on the
Utah railroad as an engineer. The
Millennial Star of June 1898 included
a notice of his death and spoke of
him in glowing terms: “Of his heart,
and of his brain, words of the highest praise might be spoken without
doing him full justice. He belongs to
that class of men whose numbers are
so limited and who, instead of being
forgotten when they are gone, are
honoured more after they are dead
than while they are living.”
He was very well respected, and
his memory is preserved through
these references to his life and work.
But why George Bywater’s book was
left behind in Wales remains a mystery. Whatever the reason, more than
150 years later his Welsh Book of
Mormon was on a shelf in Swansea
University library, and available for
loan! I suggested to the librarian that
it was valuable in more ways than
one and might better be kept in a
more secure location. It now resides
in the library’s special collections. It’s
still available on request but is now
more carefully preserved.
How many other such treasures
are hidden away in libraries around
the UK? Such documents help to tell
the stories of the early days of the
Church in Britain through the individuals who made them. They are tangible reminders of the heritage of faith
from which members benefit many
years later. ◼
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We hoped that the episode would
give an insight into what we believe.
One of the soundbites used in
the advert is mother Lindsay saying,
“We’re trying to follow the example
of Jesus Christ”. We’re imperfect. We
don’t always get things right, but we’re
trying to be humble, loving, compassionate, honest and tolerant.
As a parting gift, we were able
to present Stacey with a Book of

UK and Ireland Church History
Committee and Network Meetings
By Arnold Jones

• Brother James Perry and Sister
Sylvia Brown spoke on the ‘Church
Building Era’ project
• Elder and Sister Rigby outlined the
process for preparing annual histories and the aim for 100 percent
submission in 2020.
• Sister June Jones reported on oral
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history, and how documentation
could be improved. She showed
the resources available on the
Church’s website.
• Sister Jill Morgan identified the types
of ‘historic place’ that have been
documented, historic places included milestones, special events, places
dedicated for worship, and graves of
missionaries who died in service.
• Sister Freda Entwistle presented her
‘Penyard Experience’ that pulled
together her research into the
wooden hut that was a chapel in
Penyard, Merthyr Tydfil.
• Elder Haw, service missionary at
Gadfield Elm chapel, spoke of the
work done there. About three thousand people visit the chapel. A documentary has been made. He showed
a video of Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
speaking of his connection with the
John and Jane Benbow Farm.

Elder Rigby concluded, saying how
much he had enjoyed and learned
from the meeting.
Brother Arnold Jones thanked
everyone for all they had done to
make the event a success. He spoke
of the annual plan for 2020. He
stressed that committee members
were not directly responsible for
doing all Church-history work but
were responsible for ensuring that
the work gets done. He ended with a
quote from Elder Holland, “May even
greater days come.” ◼

Ensign Article Submission Website
By Chelsea Craven

L

ooking to share your story? Use our
submission website. It was created
by Jason Watling after requests to
make it easier to submit stories. On the
home page, towards the bottom, are
all the required forms that you need to
download and then upload with your
submission. This keeps everything in one
place, and with one click, you can send
all attachments to the editing team.
The Ensign UK inserts are for your

stories shared in your own voice. Please
use this tool to uplift each of our brothers and sisters in our faith within the UK.
We will post how-to videos to help you
navigate through the website. The URL for
the website is ensignsubmissions.co.uk.
If you have questions, contact us
through the LDS UK Facebook page
(facebook.com/ChurchofJesus
ChristUK) or by email at UKIEnsign@
ChurchofJesusChrist.org. ◼

ENGLISH—EUROPE

C

hurch history committee and
network meetings were held on
11 and 12 October 2019. Besides
committee members, Elder and Sister
Rigby, European Church history advisers were in attendance. The purpose
was to report on different aspects of
Church history, to make final plans
to achieve goals for 2019, and to set
goals for 2020. The goals for 2019
included delivering agreed numbers
of Church-history and oral-history articles, completing a book on the building-missionary era, and delivering 50
Church-history sharing activities.
During the meeting, Elder and
Sister Rigby spoke of developments in
Europe and expressed their thanks for
the organisational model that has been
established in the UK and Ireland.
Brother Arnold Jones spoke on the
current situation in the UK and Ireland:
20 serving Church-history specialists;
twice yearly committee meets; committee members taking lead responsibilities in their assigned areas.
Training was then given in each
facet of Church-history work:

• Brother James Perry trained the group
in the process of publishing articles.
• Sister Jill Morgan gave a session on
writing articles. Stories can be used in
Church communities as well as being
put on non-Church web pages.
• Sister Sylvia Brown explored activities that could be used to share
Church history, including firesides,
sacrament talks, exhibitions, displays, posters, musical productions,
website and social media postings,
and publications of various kinds.

