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A Continuous Change of Heart
Elder Thomas Hanni
Area Seventy

L

et us think of the many great truths
Heavenly Father made known unto
his children since the Restoration of
the gospel, especially the revelations
received during the last several years.
I would like us to ponder for a
moment on all the blessings related to
these revelations. When thinking on
these, don´t we feel gratitude and love
for all the guidance we receive from
our prophets in this last dispensation?
Have we all felt a change in our
hearts due to these revelations?
The Savior is truly inspiring us to
strengthen our faith in Him, make
covenants and to stay on the path
of discipleship.
The revelations we have received is
a reminder to all of us to rise up, serve
and minister in a higher and holier way.
As we focus on these revelations,
repenting and becoming true ministers and instruments in the hands of
the Lord become priority. As a consequence, by following our prophet and
by applying these truths, we convert
our homes in sanctuaries of faith and
gospel learning centers1 where the
Lord becomes our teacher.
I’m eternally thankful for those
who ministered to and shared the
restored gospel in a natural way with
my wife when she was fourteen years
of age. She accepted the invitation
to follow Christ and was baptized in
Málaga, Spain.
Having been ministered by her
friends, who helped in her youth
to draw closer to Christ, she learnt
that ministering to others is part of
our own process of repentance. It is
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how we turn our hearts to God and
to his children. Some years after her
baptism, she travelled all alone to the
Bern Switzerland Temple to minister
those on the other side of the veil. We
then met each other in Zollikofen and
this is also where we got sealed for
time and eternity.
As a family we feel privileged having the opportunity to live in this exciting dispensation where we all together
in our home strive to do better and to
be better than we have done before.2
All of us, independent of our
individual situation, married, single,
divorced, widowed or finding ourselves
in any kind of challenging circumstance, can repent and follow Christ.
True repentance is focused on Christ
and his redeeming power. It is something personal between Him and us.
As the Lord speaks to our prophet,
He also speaks to us and heals us
individually. He shows us the way and
lightens our burdens if we listen to
Him, if we turn to Him, if we follow

Him and if we choose to repent.
As we do this and embrace the
Atonement of Christ, we start to turn
to the Lord with a more broken heart
and contrite spirit. That means conversion. A repented soul is a converted soul, and a converted soul is
a repented soul.3
Repentance is the Lord’s process for
gaining spiritual growth and joy—the
joy of redemption in Him.4 He wants
us to change—to become less like the
natural man5 and more like He is.6
Prayer, scripture study, family
home evening and Come Follow Me
are fundamental pillars in creating an
environment that invites us to repent
to and find durable joy and happiness.
These efforts open the gate of
heaven to pour out personal revelation
and the desire for daily repentance. We
will not only choose to simply put a
stop to a major sin as a single act, but
also to begin a personal journey to a
complete change of mind. Putting the
Savior in the center of our lives, we
start a process of changing our hearts.
May the Lord bless us and help us, with
the witness of the Holy Ghost, to find
our personal confirmation to the Lord’s
revelations given in these latter days
and to repent and to follow Him. ◼
NOTES

1. See Russell M. Nelson, “Becoming
Exemplary Latter-day Saints,” Ensign,
Nov. 2018, 113–14
2. See Russell M. Nelson, “Becoming
Exemplary Latter-day Saints,” 113–14.
3. See Russell M. Nelson, “Repentance and
Conversion,” Ensign, May 2007, 102-104.
4. See: Russell M. Nelson, “Repentance and
Conversion,” 102–104.
5. See: Mosiah 3:19.
6. See: 3 Nephi 27:27.
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A History of a
Welsh Baptism
Spot
By Jill Morgan

I

n the mid-nineteenth century, baptisms took place under Wiselboom/
Wistleboon Bridge in the river Lliedi,
often at night (no doubt so as to avoid
hecklers). Although the river is small,
there would have been deep pools
under the arches of the bridge, which
would have made it a suitable place
for baptisms.
This 1880 Ordnance Survey map
of the Sandy (Sandy is an area to
the west of Llanelli, west of the area
known as Forge.) Old Castle area
of Llanelli shows the approximate
position of the Wiselboom Bridge
(in red); the position of the presentday Old Castle Pond is coloured in
blue. Caemaen colliery, for which
the bridge was built, can be seen to
the east of the pond. The best means
of access to the site currently by car
would be to enter the car park of
‘Ramps Skate Park’ at Sandy roundabout and access the site through the
side gate. The Wiselboom/Wistleboon
bridge is close to the Forge area of
Llanelly, and convenient walking distance from Seaside and Llanelli town.

Map reproduced with the permission of the National library of Scotland. A good
quality copy can be found at: http://maps.nls.uk/view/102180122

John Innes includes the following
information about the Church in his
1902 book Old Llanelly:
“About 1845 Mormonism spread
like a wave over South Wales, and
Llanelly felt the movement. The colliers of Caemaen and Caebad were
converted in large numbers, as were
those of the ‘Box’; many coppermen
also became nominally ‘Saints.’
“Walter Hodge and one Bassett,
were the high priests of the new faith
at Llanelly, and it is even alleged that
they worked miracles!
“Longhurst of the Furnace was
an early convert, and so was David
Williams of Sandy Gate. They baptized at night under the Thistleboon
or Wistleboon Bridge, near the Old
Castle. There was a ‘Latter-day Chapel’
in Island Place—afterwards a woolen
factory—the wool gathering having
assumed a commercial phase. About
the time not a few Llanelly families

emigrated to Salt Lake to join Brigham
Young. The terrors of several simultaneous mothers-in-law were insufficient to deter these ardent converts.”
The ‘Longhurst of Furnace’
referred to by John Innes above may
well be William Longhurst who is
listed in the 1851 census living in
Furnace, Llanelli, as a lodger, age
20 and single, in the household of
David Manuel and family. This same
William is listed as a son of David and
Elizabeth Longhurst, living in Furnace,
on the 1841 census. His christening
(age 3 years) is recorded in the
Llanelly Anglican parish registers for
20 September 1833. He was baptized
into the Church as an adult in 1853.
The David Williams of Sandy
Gate referred to by John Innes is
undoubtedly this David Williams
(1817–1888) whose history was written by his granddaughter, and appears
on the familysearch.org website at:

Old Castle Pond (2017, looking
northeast) on the northwest corner

The south end of Old Castle Road, Llanelli
(2016) with the river Lliedi flowing under

Looking upriver of the Lliedi as it runs along-

of which is the original location of the

the stone bridge left of centre

side the southend of Old Castle Road (2016)

Wiselboom bridge
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Seaside) Llanelli Town/Dre, Pembrey
Pontyberem Pontyeats Vangalch
Wainbaglan/ Gwaunbaglan. ◼
Sources for this historical
information:
Old Llanelly by John Innes. Published by the
Western Mail in 1902.
Hugh Jones, former member of Llanelli branch/
ward (20th century)
Minutes of the Llanelly Conference 1855–1861
– translated from Welsh and available at the
Church History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah
History of David Williams, Llanelli branch president in the 19th century and available online
at: http://welshmormon.byu.edu
Information and Depositions of Jenkin Hugh of
Llanelly, Catherine his wife, Edward Chalinder,
and William Lewis, as reported by Evan D. Jones
in ‘A File of “Rebecca” papers, and published in
The Carmarthen Antiquary 1943/4, Vol. 1, 4.
www.ancestry.co.uk www.findmypast.co.uk

Church Recognised at Anniversary
of United Reformed Church

T

various churches that became the then
United Secession Church, were formed
to allow local congregations the right
to call their own ministers. This was
important as at this time local landowners appointed ministers and often paid
their stipend—these ministers were
beholden to the landowners.
The Rev. James Morrison trained
for the ministry of the United
Secession Church but disagreed with
them in teaching that Jesus Christ
died for all humanity not just a select
few chosen by God. Consequently, he
was suspended from the Kilmarnock
Presbytery shortly after he was
ordained. However, he continued to
lead worship, which did not endear
him to church authorities.
His father and two other United
Secession ministers were suspended
for similar views and, with James
February 2020
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https://familysearch.
Roche. A Walter Roach
org/photos/
appears on the 1841
artifacts/14730977
census records for
In addition to his
Llanelly in Forge with
personal history there
his father John and sibare details of the Llanelly
lings. He also appears on
William
branch. His granddaughthe list of immigrants at:
Longhurst
ter says:
http://welshmormon.byu.
“In grandfather’s Welsh
edu under the spelling Roach.
record book which I had translated. . .
He emigrated to Utah territory in
it stated that he was baptized into the
1850 and died in Spanish Fork, Utah.
Latter-Day Saint Church 11 February
There were a number of branches
1848 by Walter Rhoge (also called
in the Llanelli conference/district in
Roche and Roach) and confirmed the
the mid-nineteenth century. In 1855–
same day by elders William Hughes
1861 Llanelli Branch/Conference
and David Charles. Sarah his wife was
minutes the following branches in
baptized 30 April 1849 by elder John
or near Llanelli are listed: Ffwrnais
Williams, brother to grandfather. He
Forge Kidwelly Lanymor/Glanymor
had been converted by his brother
(most likely the area now known as
John, who in turn had been a convert
of Captain Dan Jones, the famous
Welshman who had been with the
prophet Joseph Smith the last day he
lived. When David and John Williams
joined the Church their brother Joseph
was greatly disturbed and whenever he
By Douglas A. Yates
found them preaching on the streets of
Llanelly he would kick the boxes out
from under them. Grandfather was the
o celebrate the United Reformed
Presiding Elder of the Llanelly Branch
Church’s 175th anniversary in the
at the time of immigration. He helped
Levern Valley, a dinner was held in
build the chapel in Island Place and his
the Dalmeny Park Hotel, Barrhead on
name is on the old deed.”
Friday 27 September. Besides the attenThe Walter Hodge referred to by
dance of members of that church and
John Innes was then, according to
its minister and local church president,
David Williams’ history, Walter Roach/
Myra Rose, the provost of the local
government body of East Renfrewshire,
Jim Fletcher, was there as well as some
other local church representatives.
Douglas A. Yates, Paisley Stake
director of public affairs, who lives in
Barrhead, represented The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He
has cultivated relationships with local
church representatives over many years.
View along the north side of Old
The background of the United
Castle Pond (2017)—the Wiselboom
Reformed Church lies in the 19th cenbridge would have been located on
tury when there was much dissatisfacthe northwest corner of the Pond (the
tion with organised religion in Scotland.
far corner in this photograph)
The Free Church of Scotland and the

DOUGLAS A. YATES

Top table guests at URC anniversary
dinner (l to r) Douglas A. Yates, Susan
Niven (Salvation Army), Provost Jim
Fletcher, Myra Rose URC President,
Rev. Andy Braunston URC, Rev. Dr.
John McNeil Scott, URC

Morrison, founded the Evangelical
Union. In 1844, an Evangelical Union
congregation meeting in the Masonic
Hall in Neilston, in the west central
Lowlands of Scotland, was established with 145 members, moving
nine years later to its current location

in Barrhead, a couple of miles from
Neilston. Around 1914 the Evangelical
Union congregation united with the
Congregational Union of Scotland.
During the 1990s the Scottish Church
‘Initiative for Union’ aimed to unite
the Church of Scotland, the Methodist
Church, the Scottish Episcopal Church
and the Congregational Union into one
body but failed due to doubts about
governance structure. Nonetheless,
in 2000 the Congregational Union
of Scotland united with the United
Reformed Church.
Today, the United Reformed Church
congregation meet in their small hall
in Barrhead with about 35 members in
attendance for worship each Sunday. ◼

Service of Thanksgiving
By Kevin Fletcher

I

n 1979, the missionaries serving in the England Manchester Mission visited the
Lake District for a day. While there, they visited a church in Hawkshead, a small
town, and were greeted by the incumbent vicar, the Reverend Norman Scott.
The missionaries were invited into the church and spent time with the Rev. Scott.
His kindness was not forgotten. That experience, for some of the missionaries,
would become a blessing for the local congregation many years later.
The name of the church is
St. Michaels and All Angels, with part
of it dating back to the 13th century.
In 2016, one of those missionaries,
Brent Brown, was visiting the Lakes
with his wife for the first time since
1979. He came across leaflets and
information about a campaign to raise
funds for the Bell Tower. Brent Brown

was inspired and decided to do something to repay the kindness shown all
those years ago and so got in touch
with the church’s fundraiser Dawn
Bonham.
On his return to the USA, Brent
Brown set about getting in touch with
all those who were in the Manchester
mission 38 years ago and started to
contribute to the fundraising campaign. They raised more than £15,000
for the fund.
Dawn Bonham said at the time
the donation was received in 2017,
“This is a superbly generous gesture
by people who have felt inspired to
support us from a great distance of
time and geography! We are delighted
with this incredible donation from
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints. This celebrates all that we
share in ecumenical terms. This donation puts us much closer to our target
and we are extremely grateful for all
they have done.”
In January 2019, the restoration
of the Bell Tower was complete, and
a service of celebration was organised. Invitations were extended
to the Church to be present at this
service. The invitation was taken up
by President McReynolds, England
Manchester Mission president, along
with President Humphreys, Kendal
branch president, who were accompanied by their wives, along with
full time missionaries and other representatives of the Church. All who
attended the service were warmly

Local church leaders gather following

Dawn Bonham, Rev John Dixon, President Mc Reynolds and Sister McReynolds,

the service of celebration

Kevin and Barabra Fletcher, President and Sister Humphrey.
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visiting guests were invited go up
into the bell tower and watch the bell
ringers at work.
Friendships were made, positive
conversations took place, barriers fell,
and most importantly, a great act of
service had been rendered. As people

An Errand of Angels

Outreach to Kenyan School

By Caroline Barker

By Joanne Ferguson

I

CHARLOTTE WILKEY

n the summer of 2018, Joseph and Jacob
Ferguson, of the Middleton Ward in the
Ashton Stake, joined their sister, Charlotte,
and her husband, Cameron, and headed
to a village near Mombasa, Kenya.
The reason for this visit was to help
a school, run by the charity Educate
the Kids. During their two-week stay,
they played with the children, painted
walls, dug ditches for water pipes to
be installed, and assisted in other ways
around the school.
On their return, the brothers shared
their life-changing experiences with
their mother, Joanne Ferguson. Sister
Ferguson, along with two of her
friends, Terie Ryback and Gill Hoyle,
were touched when hearing about
the poverty of the children and wanted
to do something to make a difference
One of the
greatest gifts
we can give is
our time for

in their lives. Each Wednesday, these
friends regularly met for a craft morning
at church. They decided that they would
knit, crochet and sew teddy bears for the
children at the school.
Three hundred toys would be needed
by the following summer, when Joanne’s
daughter, Charlotte, and her husband,
Cameron, would return to the village
and the school. This was a tall order; the
friends soon found out that it was not as
easy as they had first thought. As time
went by, word soon spread what the three
friends were doing, and other ward members of the Middleton and Rochdale wards
of the Ashton England Stake helped them
finish their project in time for the toys to
be taken to the children in Kenya.
On receiving the teddies the children
didn’t know what to do with them;
they don’t usually get gifts that they can
take home. On realising the gifts were
for them, the faces of the children were
priceless to see, and made all the hard
work well worth it. ◼

happiness.
One of the young recipients of

300 soft toys made by sisters in

the donated toys.

the Ashton Stake

JOANNE FERGUSON

another.

Received with gratitude and

prepared to depart at the end of the
evening, Dawn Bonham, who was the
driving force behind the fundraising,
told President McReynolds, “Please
keep in close contact.”
All those who attended were one
that evening. ◼

O

n Saturday 14 September, Relief
Society sisters and Young Women
of the Leeds Stake met for an afternoon of giving as they participated
in a variety of service opportunities
intended to bless the lives of others
in the community. Much was accomplished. Forty-four shoeboxes were
filled with personal items, sweets, and
other items, were donated complete,
or filled and wrapped on the day, and
then sent to help families and elderly
in Eastern Europe under the ‘Link to
Hope’ shoebox appeal.
Ten fleece blankets were cut and
tied for Project Linus, a charity which
brings comfort to babies, children
and teenagers through newly made
blankets.
One hundred and sixty-eight
syringe driver bags were completed
throughout the stake, some on the day
and others as a result of a continuing
service project, in association with
the Robert Ogden Macmillan Cancer
Centre at St James’ hospital in Leeds,
for patients receiving palliative care
or undergoing chemotherapy.
Other sisters visited a local care
home to sing popular songs, a joyful
experience for the residents who happily sang along with the sisters.
Some sisters wrote Christmas messages of hope, kindness and testimony
to missionaries serving from the Leeds
Stake, whilst others wrote ‘postcards
of kindness’ to residents living in local
February 2020
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greeted by members of the local congregation, during which the generous
donation made by members of the
Church was acknowledged.
Following the service there was a
munch and mingle. An impromptu
ringing of the bells was organised;

care homes to help dementia sufferers
and reduce loneliness.
Some sisters developed their CPR
(cardio-pulmonary resuscitation) skills
through first-aid training, so preparing
them to potentially bless the lives of
others; others discussed what they could
learn from Ruth in the Old Testament

about kindness, loyalty and ministering;
others made kindness door hangers to
gift to others to brighten their day.
Attending sisters were truly on an
errand of angels that day, going away
knowing that their efforts would
bless the lives of vulnerable people
in the community. ◼

Leeds Stake Relief Society Presidency, left to right, Judith Williams,
Marisa Graham, Caroline Barker (President), Ruth Jackson.

Latter-day Saint Charities
Friendship Centre
By Andrea J. James

A

n exciting new venture for the
Watford England Stake was
launched recently.
Stake President Robert Fu, under
the direction of Area Authority Elder
Alan Phillips, and working closely
with Gilles Francois, Europe Area welfare manager, designated the Wembley
Ward meeting house as an Latter-day
Saint Charities Friendship Centre, the
fourth in the world; the first two were
in Athens, Greece and Rome, Italy, and
recently Peckham, London.
Several stake members, including
the stake Relief Society president, and
the director of public affairs, worked
to decide which chapel was best
suited to welcome refugees and asylum seekers. Following a great deal of
research, the Wembley meeting house
U6 E n s i g n

was selected; it is located in an area of
high density for refugees and asylum
seekers, and it has good transport links
close to the meeting house.
Under President Fu’s direction, the
committee considered the opportunities; the first of these was to use the
building to provide integration classes
and coaching to registered refugees
and asylum seekers.
President Fu, the stake Relief
Society president, Linda Sheppard,
stake director of public affairs, and
Bishop Fabio Oliveira, plus a committee of members from Wembley Ward,
planned schedules for use of the
meeting house use and lessons.
A full-time senior missionary couple, based in Wembley, was assigned
to add impetus to the programme.

Elder and Sister Hafen arrived from
St George, Utah at the end of April
and quickly met up with as many
community leaders as they could find.
Elder Nelson Hafen was given ten
computers. He quickly cleared out
a room in Wembley meeting house,
in preparing to teach English, help
construct CVs (curriculum vitae) and
allow people to engage in family
history research.
The doors were opened in late
May. Bishop Oliveira welcomed everyone, and introduced a programme of
short talks, poems and singing from
the refugees.
Registered GP Dr. Ros Wall, a member of Aylesbury Ward, was present.
She met with a very anxious father who
did not understand medical letters relating to his 5-year-old daughter. With the
assistance of a translator, Sister Wall was
able to take time to read them, explain
the medical condition his daughter
was suffering, and finally dispel all the
father’s fears. She said it brought her
great joy to see his tears of happiness
when he realised his daughter could
be treated, and to watch him practically
skip away holding his daughter’s hand.
Dr. Wall found it upsetting to meet
with another man who had waited
hours to talk with her. In his native
country he had been a medical hospital consultant. To be ‘trafficked’ here,
he had to destroy all his documents
when he reached England. Now he
had no way of proving to the NHS his
qualifications and because he had no
identification papers, he was unable
to return to his native country. He
hoped Sister Wall could find a way
for him to work in his profession.
Since opening, many refugees
have enjoyed the chance to meet
and discuss job opportunities, work
on CVs, and encouraged to educate
themselves and their children. The
friendship centre offers English and
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backrow: Elder Hafen, Elder Ottiker, Elder Phillips
frontrow: Sister Hafen, Nabila, Jian, Andrea J James
a stake relief society president
with refugee

sister laurel hafen
Dr Latefa Guemar, director of
bishop fabio oliveiro

one partner

client receiving counseling

Elder Christensen from Peckham
Friendship Centre, Sister and
Elder Nelson Hafen

Elder Snelgrove, Self-Reliance

Reverend Dr Leao-Neto of Harlesden Methodist Church, ELder

senior missionaries

Hafen, Bishop Oliveiro

conversational-English classes, parenting
courses, homework groups, employability sessions, and CV coaching.
Nelson and Laurel Hafen have been
able to testify of many tender mercies
as they talked with community leaders.
One example is when they were finally
able to meet with a refugee representative in Brent Borough. His name had
been known to them in conference
calls before they left the USA, but they
had been unable to meet him for some
time since their arrival, due to his very
busy calendar. He told them that the
meeting house was exactly what he
had hoped it would be. He went on
to tell them that in a meeting early this
year with colleagues, he had despaired
of finding suitable rooms to provide
classes. A colleague said, “Well I am

going to pray about this.” That night, he
prayed for the first time in many years.
The next morning, he received a phone
call from the director of public affairs,
enquiring if he would like to meet up
and view the centre. He told the Hafens
that it was an answer to prayers.
Addressing stake members,
President Fu spoke with great compassion about the need for this
friendship centre in Wembley, to offer
support and help to those who have
been displaced, or who are in distress.
He said, “It is not the intention
of those who serve in the centre
to proselyte. Instead, we follow
the spirit of the scripture found in
Matthew 25:35–36.”
He concluded by saying, “The
presidency hope members enjoy

being a part of the friendship centre. . . . As you give of your time and
talents in serving those who visit, you
will feel the love of God for all of His
children.”
Elder Phillips and Elder Christian
A. P. Ottiker (Europe Area manager
of welfare and self-reliance services)
recently visited the friendship centre and met with leaders from Brent
Council’s vulnerable person resettlement programme, and also Brent
Action for Refugees.
These leaders were able to share
their delight in being able to use such
a beautiful building, and their hopes
that many more refugees and asylum
seekers will benefit from the classes
being held to help them integrate into
UK life. ◼
February 2020
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Story of the Scotland/Ireland Mission Song,
Produced in 2010
By Sylvia Brown

A

round February of 2010, President
Griffiths of the Scotland Edinburgh
Mission, was informed by Elder
Erich W. Kopischke of the Europe Area
Presidency, that his mission would be
combining with the Ireland Dublin
Mission in June that year. Many times
he pondered how the challenging
merger could be brought about successfully as some of the missionaries
were unenthusiastic about the change.
Out of the blue, he received a
phone call from a sister in Stornoway,
Marwenna Diame-Jones. In a priesthood blessing she had been encouraged to share her songwriting talents
to uplift the Church. Marwenna said,
“I asked the Lord how I could fulfil
the blessing. The Spirit whispered,
‘Call the mission office and speak to
President Griffiths’. I called him; he
said that he had been thinking of me.”
She continued, “After praying, I
wrote a melody and lyrics for two
verses, but the chorus didn’t feel right.
I contacted Nathan Osmond. He agreed
to sing; he has such a wonderful voice.
I sang him what I had and told him
I needed a different chorus. He then
sang a melody—that was it. We came
up with a few ideas for the ‘hook’ of
the chorus . . . then the bit between the
verse and the chorus. When we finished, we knew what we had felt right.
“I called President Griffiths, sang
him the melody and told him about
the backing tracks I could hear behind
the song, with bagpipes. He liked
it. I then thought about who could
produce it . . . Dave Allott came into
my mind, a very talented musician
and Church member. Dave played all
U8 E n s i g n

different Utah studio. I then edited all
vocal tracks, putting them all in time
with each other. That done we sent a
demo to President Griffiths, who loved
it, but he asked me to take out a lot of
the drums. Having done this we ended
up with a more ethnic sound, which
complemented the song perfectly.”
Marwenna continues: “The next
step was the CD cover. I envisaged a
croft house, with two bikes outside,
typical of where missionaries would
live in some parts of Scotland/Ireland.
David Ferguson provided the crofthouse photo. I found some tartan, a
thistle (for Scotland), a four-leaf clover
(for Ireland), and some Celtic writing.
I asked my friend Jaq Drygate, who
designs album covers, to superimpose
bikes outside the croft house. I prayed
about who could print the CD. I went
online and called the first printer I
found. The man who answered said
that he wasn’t a Mormon, but his girlfriend was, and did a great deal on the
printing of the CDs.”
The whole project was completed
at minimal cost. As hoped and prayed
for, the song had the desired effect of
cementing the identity of the newly
combined missions and has been a
treasured part of the Scotland/Ireland
Mission ever
since. ◼

the instruments and programmed the
backing tracks.
“I needed four voices to sing the
parts. Nathan had agreed to sing. I
wondered if Amy Van Wagenen, who
lives in Utah, would sing. I called her
and she agreed. To record it, I went
to a local studio and sang the backing
tracks. The owner of the studio, Keith
Morrison liked the song, so I asked
him if he would sing on it. I had my
four voices. Dave Allott sent the backing tracks to Nathan and Amy and
they recorded their voices in Utah.”
Dave Allott recollects: “My old
friend Marwenna contacted me. . . .
Marwenna and Nathan Osmond had
collaborated. Nathan sent me a demo
of him playing piano and singing it.
I made some changes and then produced a track from scratch with programmed drums. I also played piano,
and acoustic and bass guitar on it, and
programmed some Gaelic instruments
such as tin whistle & flute throughout.
I found a bagpiper to come in and
play. I wrote out the musical score for
him but learnt the bagpipes cannot
play some notes! I had him play the
President Gary
nearest notes to these, then edited
King Griffiths,
the track in software, moving the
and Sister
notes to the place I wanted them.
Laura Griffiths
Next came the vocals. Marwenna
recorded her vocals in
a studio near where
she lived, with the
owner providing
the second male
vocal part. Amy Van
Wagenen laid down
her vocals in Utah,
as did Nathan in a
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“Till the Work is done”,

